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Question 20 
 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
The method is correct but the answer is not processed so the A mark is not awarded. This is a 
general principle to follow when marking. 
1 mark 
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The intention to add 8 is clearly shown even though 19 + 8 has been worked out incorrectly. Had 
the only working seen been 3x = 26 this would not have been sufficient to award the method mark. 
1 mark 
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Question 19 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
3.5 is seen and the first M mark is awarded. Subsequently the student uses 10 instead of 3.5 so 
the second M mark is not awarded.  
1 mark 
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The first 2 method marks are awarded but the final answer is incorrect.  
2 marks  
 



 

 

Copyright © 2021 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 5 of 23  

 

Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
There is no incorrect working here but 72 has not been evaluated so only the first mark is awarded. 
This is also made clear in the final line of Additional Guidance which is an important part of a mark 
scheme. 
1 mark 
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Question 18 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Note how the second mark follows through (ft) from the first. 
The first line of Additional Guidance provides the tolerance for the graph. 
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Question 19 
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Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
(a) Values can be in any order 
2 marks 
(b) Student has only divided the y value by 2 each time 
0 marks 
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Question 15 

 
 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
Although both answers are incorrect the mark scheme in (b) has a special case (SC) and awards 
this pair of answers SC1 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
Although both answers are incorrect the mark scheme in (b) has a special case (SC) and awards 
this pair of answers SC1  
 

 
Question 10 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Note that a student may write their answer on the dotty line of the given sequence. If the correct 
number is seen here and it is not contradicted later, the 2 marks can be awarded. 
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Question 23 
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Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
Note that the mark scheme does not award a mark for each correct match. Also note that one 
match was given in the question and this is not counted as a correct match in student responses. 
With 3 correct matches B2 is awarded. 
2 marks  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Copyright © 2021 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 13 of 23  

 

Question 17 
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Student A 

 
 
 
Commentary  
(a) is incorrect but the approach in (b) has not used their incorrect expression from (a) so all 4 
marks are still possible in (b). 
(b) does not use n explicitly but ‘starts again’. 
The correct answer is obtained and there is no incorrect working in (b) so all 4 marks are awarded. 
(a) 0 marks    (b) 4 marks 
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Student B 

 
 
 
Commentary  
(a) is correct. 
(b) leaves the answer as 3.4 and students should use correct money notation. The A mark 
therefore is not awarded. 
(a) 1 mark   (b) 3 marks 
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Student C 

 
 
 
Commentary  
(a) is incorrect. 
(b) uses their incorrect expression from (a). The mark scheme allows this and the first M mark is 
awarded. Subsequent method is incorrect. 
(a) 0 marks   (b) 1 mark 
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Question 27 

 
 
Student A 

 
 
 
Commentary  
Although there is no incorrect working here, the student has not attempted to eliminate a variable. 
0 marks  
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Student B 

 
 
 
Commentary  
Student uses Alternative Method 3. Always check the mark scheme for  alternative methods.  

y = 
2
1  is an equivalent to y = 0.5 (shown by oe in the mark scheme) 

3 marks  
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Question 16 
 

 
Commentary  
No examples available 
B2 for fully correct factorisation. B1 for incomplete but correct factorisation. 
Additional Guidance has quite a lot of extra information. 
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Question 12 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
Looking at the answer line, only 2 marks are implied. However the fully correct answer appears in 
the working and the Additional Guidance (line 2) allows 3 marks to be awarded. 
3 marks  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
The penultimate line of Additional Guidance awards M1A0A0 for an embedded value for c. 
1 mark  
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Student C 

 
Commentary  
The working does not gain any marks but there is a special case in the mark scheme and the 
answer qualifies for SC1 
1 mark  
 
 

Question 17 
Please see the mark scheme 
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