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The question numbers in this resource reflect the question numbers from the original papers and 
match the question numbers in the corresponding 2021 assessment materials. 

 
Question 5 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 7 (a) 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

  



 

 

 
Copyright © 2021 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 2 of 26  

   
 

Question 17 
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Student A 
 

 
Commentary  
The student has matched two of the three expressions correctly. 
2 marks  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The student has matched one of the expressions correctly. 
1 mark  
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Question 7 
 

 
 
Student A 

 
 
 
Commentary  
Many students thought that each statement could only be used once.  This student has one correct 
statement. 
1 mark  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
Although the student said ‘more than’ rather than ‘is greater than’ their intention is clear.  There are 
two correct statements. 
2 marks  
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Question 5(b) 
No examples available 
 
General Commentary  
The signs given in brackets in the scheme mean that they do not need to be shown but if they are 
shown they must be correct.  A student that multiplies out the bracket using the grid method may 
not have the + sign but that is acceptable.  There is a lot of follow through available if they expand 
the brackets incorrectly as long as one term is correct.  We do not ignore further attempts to 
simplify their answer such as collecting terms incorrectly in this type of question.   
 
 

Question 7 (a) 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student has given the answer to part (b) but there is no credit for this. 
0 marks  
 
 

Question 7 (b) 
 

 
 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student has found a point that is closer to B than to A but is not on the line AB. 
0 marks  
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Question 14 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 13 (a) 
 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student still has a variable in the calculation so does not score any marks.  If the student had 
given the answer 11 then we would award 2 marks and allow recovery. 
0 marks  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
The top line of working is the correct method despite the arithmetic error and would have been 
awarded 1 mark.  However, there is a second incorrect method shown and that is the one that 
leads to the given answer, so we mark that one. 
0 marks  
 
 
Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
Part of the method is shown and is correct but the scheme requires the full method for the first 
mark, so we also need to see 0.5 added on at the point of substitution. 
0 marks  
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Question 22 (a) 
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Student A 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The two method marks are independent so the second can be awarded without the first.  Here, the 
method for the 4th term is not shown and the answer is incorrect, so the first mark is not given.  
However, the method for the 5th term is correct using their 4th term so the student can be awarded 
the second mark.  The final mark needs all three terms correct so cannot be awarded. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The method shown for each term is equivalent to the correct method.  In fact, all three terms have 
the correct method but there is an arithmetic slip in the first addition.  Both method marks are 
awarded but the accuracy mark is lost. 
2 marks  
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Student C 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The 4th term is incorrect, so the first mark is not awarded.  The 5th term comes from an incorrect 
method that happens to give the correct follow through number.  The student has attempted to 
work out the differences between the terms and then halved them. 
0 marks  
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Question 15 (a) 
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Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The method is fully correct, but the student gives the answer with incorrect money notation so does 
not gain the final mark. 
2 marks  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
1.8 × 8 is seen embedded in an incorrect method but the Additional Guidance in the mark scheme 
says that this can be awarded the first mark. 
1 mark  
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Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
The first mark is gained in the first line of working.  The student needs to subtract 18.4 from 20 to 
gain the second mark but their answer is wrong, so they must show the method to gain the second 
mark.   
1 mark  
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Question 15 (b) 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The scheme allows 1.90 × mile to mean 1.9m but the question says to use C for the cost and this 
student has used A. 
0 marks  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
This student has added b to the formula, despite the question stating that this is zero, so does not 
gain the mark. 
0 marks  
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Question 22 (a) 
 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
The answer on the answer line is seen as supporting rather than contradicting the correct value of 
22.6 in the working lines. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
Unless a question specifies the number of decimal places, we would always accept equivalent 
decimals with trailing zeros. 
1 mark  
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Question 28 
 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The first or third line scores the first mark but the answer does not use the correct inequality. 
1 mark  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The student uses equals throughout but recovers the answer to the correct inequality so is 
awarded both marks. 
2 marks  
 
Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
The student makes an error when expanding the brackets so cannot gain any marks. 
0 marks  
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Question 26  
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Student A 
 

 
Commentary  
In part (a) the student scores 1 mark because they have one correct value. 
In part (b) they correctly plot all of their points, so they gain the first mark. 
1 mark in each part 
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