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Question 14 
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Student A 
 

 
 
Commentary  
Although there are two methods shown, it is the one ending in 175 that leads to the answer so that 
is the one that is marked.  The Additional Guidance condones dividing by 2 for the first mark. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The correct method is seen but the method that leads to the answer is incorrect. 
0 marks  
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Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
Although the student states that the area is 350 cm2, their answer comes from 3502 (a common 
misconception) and the Additional Guidance awards this M0A0 
0 marks  
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Question 1 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 13 
No examples available. 
 
Commentary  
The first mark is for a complete method that would lead to an answer of 53 if evaluated correctly.  If 
the student only gives the answer of 53 with no method, then that is full marks.  Ignoring the right 
angle will not score any marks and assuming that two of the lines form a straight line will also gain 
no marks. 
 
 

Question 14 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student has halved both dimensions, so this is an incorrect method. 
0 marks  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
Although the equals signs are used incorrectly, the intention of the method can be followed and is 
equivalent. 
2 marks  
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Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
It is unclear whether it says 5.6 or 56 but the recovery to 50.4 implies the correct values were used.  
The method is correct but the student makes a slip in the final arithmetic, perhaps a miscopy from 
the calculator. 
1 mark  
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Question 7 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student correctly works out the area of the carpet for the first mark.  The second mark is 
awarded because this is equivalent to 48 ÷ 4 = 12 (see the right-hand side of the mark scheme). 
2 marks  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
There is a choice of methods shown (lines 1 and 2 and lines 3 and 4).  There is no answer line so 
we do not know which one the student wants us to mark.  We mark both and award the lowest 
mark.  The first method would score M1A0 for 8 × 6 but then an arithmetic error.  The second 
method would also only score 1 mark because 2 is not a quarter of 6. 
1 mark  
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Question 12 
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Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The student has given a choice of answers, so we mark them all and give the lowest score.  The 
bottom left triangle is 2 marks, the top right is 1 mark and the bottom right is 0 marks. 
0 marks  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
A reflection in any horizontal line scores 1 mark. 
1 mark 
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Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
A reflection in the y-axis would score 1 mark but this student has made a mistake in the size of the 
triangle. 
0 marks  
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Question 21 (a) 
 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The correct method is shown for the first mark.  However, the student does not show us a value to 
at least 2 decimal places and 26.3 is the incorrect answer so there are no more marks awarded. 
1 mark  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
Although the method and the full value is not shown, 26.4 is the correct answer so implies all three 
marks. 
3 marks  
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Student C 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The student has made a transcription error writing 8.4 as 4.8 but we can see the correct intended 
method.  The A mark will be lost as 15.079644… is incorrect but because enough of the decimal is 
shown we can see that this has been correctly rounded to 1 decimal place so the student can gain 
the follow through B mark. 
2 marks  
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Question 21 (b) 
 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The student splits the circle into two sectors with a diameter. 
1 mark  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
Multiple sectors are shown and the intention is clear. 
1 mark 
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Student C 
 

 
 
Commentary  
There is a choice of answers with a segment and a sector shown.   
0 marks  
 
 

Question 14 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 16 
No examples needed 
 

  



 

 

 
Copyright © 2021 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 22 of 33  

 
 

Question 18 
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Student A 
 

 
 
Commentary  
Angles BAD and ABC are correctly shown on the diagram for the first two marks.  Then the student 
clearly shows that the angles around B sum to 360 degrees and gives a reason. 
3 marks  
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Student B 
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Commentary  
Angles BAD and ABC are correctly shown on the diagram for the first two marks.  However, the 
student has many attempts at summing various amounts but never shows the angles around B 
summing to 360 degrees to match the given reason. 
2 marks  
 
 

Question 22 
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Student A 
 

 
 
Commentary  
Seeing the correct method or correct result for one face gains the first mark even if amongst other 
incorrect work.  This response scores the first mark in line 2.  However, the second mark is for 
correct methods for both the blue faces and green faces (or half totals).   
1 mark  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The student has correctly worked out the surface areas of the blue and green faces but has not 
stated that blue is bigger or said Yes (underlining the 90 is ambiguous and insufficient).   
NB Sometimes students answer the question up by the question mark. 
2 marks  
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Student C 
 

 
 
Commentary  
All the method is correct, but the student has made an arithmetic slip when doubling 27.  Because 
the method is shown the student still gains the first 2 marks. 
2 marks  
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Question 22 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
If a student adds rather than subtracting the squares, then they can still gain one mark if 82 and 32 
or 64 and 9 are seen.  The second mark can be awarded if the student has evaluated one or both 
squares incorrectly but shown the method.  For example, a student that writes 82 = 16 and 32 = 6 
and then 10  will gain 2 marks because they are implying that they are attempting to work out 

2 28 3− . 
 
 

Question 18 
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Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The enlargement is allowed to be fully or partially inside the original triangle. 
2 marks  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The student has drawn an isosceles triangle with the correct base even though the height is 
incorrect. 
1 mark  
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Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
The triangle is acute-angled but not isosceles and has base 2 cm and height 3 cm. 
1 mark  
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Question 24 
No examples available 
 
Commentary 
Please see the Additional Guidance for student responses. 
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