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Question 6 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
The correct method for the cost of one calendar is shown in line 1 despite the arithmetic error. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The correct cost of one calendar is shown so the method is not needed.  Unfortunately, the student 
makes an arithmetic slip in the final total. 
1 mark  
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Question 11 (a) 
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Student A 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The student has three correct values but is missing the units.  We also condoned incorrect units for 
B2 or B1. 
2 marks  
 
Student B 
 

 
Commentary  
The student has used the correct abbreviations for the units which is acceptable by the Additional 
Guidance.  In the mark scheme ‘eggs’ is in brackets which means it does not need to be seen but 
cannot be anything other than eggs if it is seen. 
3 marks  
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Student C 
 

 
 
Commentary  
Only one value is correct. 
1 mark  
 
 

Question 12 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Often students convert 1.5 litres to 150 millilitres and this will not gain the first mark.  Since the 
second mark is dependent on the first then the student can go no further.  Note that if the student 
does actually intend to use centilitres, as in Alternative method 3, then they will also need to show 
65 so that both values are in the same units.   
An answer of 850 implies that they have used 1500 and therefore scores 2 marks with the third 
mark available if ml or millilitres is seen. 
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Question 9 

 
Student A 
 

 
Commentary  
The student shows the correct proportion in the working so is awarded one mark. 
1 mark  
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
There is one mark available for students who work out the correct percentage of white squares. 
1 mark  
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Question 13 
 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student scores the first mark for the method (or the correct value) of the price of 1 kg of 
potatoes. There is no second mark for working out 12 kg of potatoes, they must also add on the 
price of the carrots.  The student has only added 0.5 kg of carrots and this would not be taken as a 
misread because they have made the question easier. 
1 mark 
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Student B 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The student is using Alternative method 2.  They build up the multiplication by multiplying by 2 and 
by 0.4 but that is equivalent. 
3 marks  
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Question 17 (a) 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student gains the first mark on the answer line for the equivalent ratio that is not fully simplified 
1 mark 
 
 
Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The student does not show they are dividing both sides by 8 and has made an arithmetic slip so 
cannot be awarded the method mark. 
0 marks  
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Question 9 
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Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
This response scores the first mark on Alternative method 2.  However, the student has then 
divided rather than multiplied by 2.5 so does not gain any more credit. 
1 mark 
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
Despite the arithmetic error, the student gains the first mark for the correct method to convert 8 
inches into centimetres. Had the student also changed 60 inches into centimetres before adding 
then they could have been awarded the second mark. 
1 mark  
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Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
The two methods are not considered a choice because the second one leads to the answer line.  
The calculation for 150 is equivalent to the first mark in the scheme. 
1 mark 
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Question 19 (a) 

 
Student A 
 

 
 
Commentary  
The correct method is shown but the student has made an arithmetic error so only gains the first 
mark. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The student reaches the right answer but then simplifies the ratio which is inappropriate in the 
context of this question. 
1 mark  
 
 
Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
The student is not sure whether to divide by 5 or 4 so does both.  The answer comes from the 
division by 4 which is the wrong method, so no marks are awarded. 
0 marks  
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Question 18 (a) 

 
Student A 
 

 
Commentary  
The correct answer is seen.  The incorrect notation of showing dividing by 3 rather than dividing 
the numerator and the denominator is condoned because the student recovers.  
2 marks  
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Question 18 (b) 

 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
The student has worked out 64% of 50 using a correct build-up method on the right-hand side of 
the answer.  Unfortunately, they stop at 32 and do not subtract the original 18 wins to get the final 
mark. 
2 marks  
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Question 22 

 
Student A 
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Commentary  
Although 6 is seen, this does not gain the first mark because it is clearly from an incorrect method.  
The final mark would have been available if the student had simplified 18 : 36 to 1 : 2. 
0 marks  
 
Student B 

 
Commentary  
3
4

 of 24 does not qualify as a method, we need to see the calculation shown or the answer 18 

seen.  However, the student does give 21 : 15 in its simplest form so gains the final mark. 
1 mark  
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Student C 

 
Commentary  
Although this student also writes 3

4
 of 24, they then go on to show the calculation so this scores 

the first mark.  The ratio is incorrect, but it is the simplest form of the ratio they have written earlier 
so gains the final mark as well. 
2 marks  
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Question 27 
Please see the mark scheme  
 
 

Question 22 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
The student sums the parts of the ratio and shows an embedded 8 in the multiplication to 88 so 
gains the first mark. 
1 mark 
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The student shows 8 × 7 and 8 × 4 so gains the first two marks.  Although there is an evaluation 
error seen (8 × 7 = 64), their answer comes from 56 – 32 so recovery is allowed. 
3 marks  
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Question 29 
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Student A 
 

 
Commentary  
In the first scheme, the two method marks are independent so gaining the second does not imply 
the first.  The student has shown £14 per hour for the higher rate, which scores the second mark 
and £10 for the basic rate, which does not score the first mark.  There is other incorrect work, but 
the answer comes from using the 10 and the 14 so that is what is marked. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
280 – 70 = 210 is incorrect method but it is not used to reach the answer line so may be ignored 
and not treated as a choice of methods. 
3 marks  
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