
  

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  

 

2021 Assessment resources 
GCSE Statistics 
Measures 

Answers and commentaries 
 

 

The question numbers in this resource reflect the question numbers from the original papers and 
match the question numbers in the corresponding 2021 assessment materials. 

 
Question 5(a) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
A straightforward question on mean. 
 
 

Question 5(b) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
This requires using the mean in reverse. 
 
 

Question 5(c) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Either means or totals can be compared – please note that this question follows through whatever 
values students obtained in parts a and b. 
 
 

Question 2 
Please see the mark scheme 
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Question 3(a) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
A straightforward question on median, you should allow one error or omission when awarding the 
first mark for ordering. 
 
 

Question 3(b) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Any reference to the fact that there is only one pack with fewer than 20 bars will score. 
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Question 5 
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Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
Both modes are correct, and the comparison 1 response is acceptable (at this level) as the sample 
is the same people for both sets of data. No references to range nor comparison of spread evident. 
3 marks  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
Correct work on means but no reference to ‘average’ or ‘overall’ for the number of devices so no 
mark for the comparison. 
2 marks  
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Question 9(a) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
The correct answer is 40.43 (%) – no exemplification required. 
 
 

Question 9(b) 

 
 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
A minimal but perfectly acceptable response. 
1 mark  
 
 
Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
The response does not reference the definite though small increases. 
0 marks  
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Student C 

 
Commentary  
The response is seen as too contradictory to be acceptable. 
0 marks 
 

Question 9(c)(i)  
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 9(c)(ii) 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 13(a) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Any reference to the difference between the two rates should probably score the mark. Acceptable 
answers may not be as detailed as in the mark scheme. 
 
 

Question 13(b) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
References to other reasons for why the town population may actually have decreased are looked 
for here.  
 
 

Question 2 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 2 
Please see the mark scheme 
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Question 12(a)(i) 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
A good example of a student who manages to get the required result but not for the correct 
reasons! However, the student can still be awarded the mark for ordering the data AND the mark 
for identifying the LQ and UQ in their list even though they do not go on to use them. 
2 marks 
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
Correct ordering of the data (with one omission) but then the omission has probably caused the 
rest of the work to go awry. 
1 mark  
 
 

Question 1 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 4 
Please see the mark scheme   
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Question 13(a) 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
Correct substitution but the student forgets to take the value from 1. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
Fully correct answer. 
2 marks  
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Question 13(b) 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
Not an interpretation of the correlation. 
0 marks  
 
 
Student B 

 
Commentary  
Must be in context so does not get the mark. 
0 marks  
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Student C 

 
Commentary  
A good contextual response. 
1 mark 
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Question 7(a) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Students need to know the formula for the mean, but only receive credit once they substitute 
values in it. 
 
 

Question 7(b) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Note that students may use their value of the mean from part a and so the calculations and result 
may be different from that in the mark scheme. 
 
 

Question 7(c) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
Successful answer must make a contextual comment about the means and a contextual comment 
about the standard deviation. Both comments are based on the values that the students found in 
part a, and therefore may vary from the mark scheme. 
 
 

Question 7(d) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
It is unusual for the answer to one of these questions to be ‘yes’ so is seen as high demand as 
result. 
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Question 12(a)(i) 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
A good quality, fully correct response. 
3 marks  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
A successful, alternative method formula based approach. 
3 marks  
 
 

Question 12(a)(ii) 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
A good response. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
Would not be accepted for this mark. 
0 marks  
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