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Question 5(a) 
 

 
 
Student A 
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Commentary  
A suitable question with a time frame. Options boxes are acceptable allowing rounding of decimal 
response to obtain exhaustiveness. 
3 marks  
 
Student B 

 
Commentary  
A suitable question with a time frame. Option boxes are exhaustive but not exclusive with many 
overlaps.  
2 marks  
 
Student C 

 
 
Commentary  
A suitable question with a time frame. The poorly expressed options do seem to show 
exhaustiveness but can only earn a maximum of 2 marks (see Additional Guidance in the mark 
scheme) 
2 marks  
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Question 5(b)(i) 

 
 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
Appropriate reference to this question being sensitive. 
1 mark 
 
 
Student B 

 
Commentary  
Not considered an appropriate answer as the responses could be anonymous anyway. 
0 marks  
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Student C 

 
Commentary  
A good response references the effect of using the dice. 
1 mark 
 
 

Question 5(b)(ii) 

 
Student A 

 
 
Commentary  
‘Forced to say yes’ would have been enough to imply that the dice roll had caused the ‘yes’ 
1 mark  



 

 

Copyright © 2021 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 5 of 19  

 

Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
Student B does not address the ‘false’ yes responses coming from the odd number rolls. 
0 marks  
 

Question 1 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 2 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 4 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 10(a) and 10(b) 
Please see the mark scheme 
 
 

Question 10(c)(i) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
The expected response is to reference the control group given a comparison to what happens for 
plants who are not given the plant food. 
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Question 10(c)(ii) 
No examples available 
 
Commentary  
There were two possible answers here. Students could reference A and comment that plants 
should be watered the same in both groups or students could reference C and comment that all 
plants should receive the same amount of sunlight. 
 
 

Question 16(a) 
 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
Correct reference to the fact that a hypothesis should not be in the form of a question. 
1 mark  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
Not a correct response. 
0 marks  
 
 

Question 16(b) 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
The first sentence is sufficient, with the second sentence deemed irrelevant. 
1 mark 
 
  
 
Student B 

 
Commentary  
Correct answer. 
1 mark 
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Question 16(c) 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
Fully correct answer. 
2 marks  
 
Student B 

 
Commentary  
16 is correct for one mark with the subsequent work to change it into a percentage being incorrect. 
1 mark 
 
 

Question 16(d) 
Please see the mark scheme  
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Question 16(e) 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
A fully correct response, where it is shown that 65 is below the point where outliers are considered 
to begin. 
3 marks  
 
Student B 

 
Commentary  
This is an incomplete response – the student has not shown that 65 is below the boundary value. 
2 marks  
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Student C 

 
Commentary  
Student C has incorrect obtained an Upper Quartile value of 75 in part (d). 
They have then used that value completely correctly throughout part (e), fulfilling all the 
requirements of the question with their value. We follow through their previous value and award full 
marks. 
3 marks 
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Question 16(f) 
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Student A 

 

 
Commentary  
A fully correct response. 
3 marks  
 



 

 

Copyright © 2021 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 14 of 19  

 

Question 16(g) 
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Student A 

 
Commentary  
Just one error for the Round 2 maximum value. 
3 marks  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
Errors on both box plots but can score 1 mark for getting the box correct for Round 1. 
1 mark 
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Question 16(h) 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
At this level, the ‘comparison’ of the medians is insufficient to score – needs to be more of an 
interpretation. The second comment about the maximum is also not a statistical comparison of 
worth at this level. 
0 marks  
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Student B 

 
Commentary  
The interpretation of the range is appropriate for this level, though work on the IQR would probably 
be preferable. There are no marks for comparison of skew. 
1 mark 
 
 
Student C 

 
Commentary  
The comments on skew can be ignored, the other comments on median, range and IQR are 
interpreted well enough to be awarded the marks. 
2 marks 
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Question 16(i) 

 
Student A 

 
Commentary  
One of many appropriate responses. 
1 mark 
 
 
Student B 

 
 
Commentary  
One of many appropriate responses. 
1 mark 
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