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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
 the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

 marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
 marks are not deducted for errors 
 marks are not deducted for omissions 
 answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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 Annotations in RM Assessor 

 
stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page 

 
correct 

 
incorrect 

 
omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence) 

 
benefit of the doubt (i.e. response not covered by the mark scheme, but the 
examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given) 

 
inaccurate language 

 
irrelevant 

 
good language 

 
repetition (of language or content) 

highlighter  

Please remember that schools can request copies of their marked scripts, with annotations and 
comments on, so please ensure that any annotations / comments that you use are fully justified by 
the mark scheme. 
 
Wherever possible, please avoid commenting and keep annotations at a minimum. 
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 General Marking Instructions 

Marks Question 1: Enter a mark out of 10 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script 
to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 10 units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 2: Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script 
to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 20 units) according to the mark scheme. 
 
Question 3 onwards: Enter a mark for each question in the appropriate mark input 
box. For answers not covered by the mark scheme, the annotation tool can be used. 
After marking the whole of the reading comprehension, enter a mark out of 5 in the 
mark input box for Language and Spelling. 

No 
response 

and ‘0’ 
marks 

There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 
Award NR (No Response): 
 If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 
 If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question 

being asked (e.g. ‘can’t do’ or ‘don’t know’) or 
 If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a 

question mark). 
 For all questions which the candidate has not chosen (see box above for more 

information). 
 
Award 0: 
If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the 
candidate copying all or some of the question, or any working that does not earn any 
marks, whether crossed out or not. 

Batch 
dates 

All scripts must be marked by the date specified. 

Crossing 
out 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, 
award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 

 
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second 

attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work. 

Marking 
principles 

Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the mark 
scheme. You will need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected 
approaches in candidates’ scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate 
the required elements, in consultation with you team leader if necessary (or with your 
product manager if you are a single examiner), and award marks accordingly. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 Unit Target language English Unit 
Mark 

1 ලංකාව Ʊල ගංගා 
ෙබාෙහාමයú ඇත. 

There are a lot of rivers in 
Sri Lanka 

1 

2 නȿƮ ȝධාන ගංගා හතරú 
Șɣබඳ ǧතර ûය�ෙɩ 

However four main rivers 
are often mentioned. 

1 

3 ඒ මහව�ɣ ක�ළƝ කʚ සහ 
වලෙɩ යන ගංගා ය. 

They are the rivers 
Mahaweli, Kelani, Kalu 
and Walawe. 

1 

4 රට ම�ද කǿවɣǦ පටǦ ගǦන 
ෙමම ගංගාෙවʤ 

Beginning from the central 
mountains, these rivers 

1 

5 ලංකාෙɩ ɪɪධ ȝෙǊශවලට 
ගලා යɐ 

flow to different areas in 
Sri lanka. 

1 

6 ɼ ලංකාව කෘɿකාəȽක රටû Sri Lanka is an agricultural 
country 

1 

7 එමǧසා ගංගාවǦ රටට ඉතා 
ව�දගƮ ය. 

Therefore the rivers are 
very important for the 
country. 
 

1 

8 Ⱦට අමතරව ජල ɪǐɣබලය 
ǧපදɫමට 

In addition to that these 
rivers help to generate 
hydro electricity. 
 

1 

9 ෙȼ ගංගා හරස් ෙකාට ස�Ǒ 
ජලාශ උපකාɝ ෙɩ.  
 

the reservoirs made 
crossing these rivers help 

1 

10 රට ම�ද කǿ වලට ඇද හ�ෙලන 
ව�ʆවɣǦ ගංගාවǦට ජලය 
ල�ෙȩ. 
 

The rivers get the water 
from the rains to the 
central mountains. 

1 

 

10 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Unit English Target language Unit 
Mark 

1 Peter is a good boy șටə ෙහාඳ ළමෙයú 1 

2 Everyone in his class 
knew it 

ඔʑෙĘ පǦƯෙɏ ʆයɥ ෙදනා 
එය දැන ʆŹයහ 

1 

3 He was very polite 
towards his friends 

ඔʑ තම ȽƱරǦ ෙකෙරʏ ඉතා 
ආචාරɵɤ ɭ �තර 

1 

4 obedient to his teachers ěɞවɞǦට üකɞ ɪය 1 

5 He never fought with his 
friends 

ඔʑ ûʆ ɪෙටකƮ ඔʑෙĘ 
ȽƱරǦ සමඟ රƜƍ ෙනාɫය 

1 

6 Peter always had a 
pleasant smile in his face. 

șටəෙĘ ȿʑෙƜ ǧතරම 
ȝසǦන ʆනහවú ƯȬƝ 

1 

7 Peter has always been 
good with his studies 

șටə සෑම ɪටම ඔʑෙĘ 
�ධɕයන කටɒƱ ෙහාǽǦ 
කරෙගන ęෙɏය 

1 

8 He took part in several 
sports and other extra 
activities at school. 

ඔʑ පාසෙɢǏ Ăඩා සහ ෙවනƮ 
�මතර āයාකාරකȼ 
ûʏපයකට සහභාĚ ɪය 

1 

9 But suddenly Peter has 
become strange in his 
behaviour 

නȿƮ හǎʆෙɏම șටəෙĘ 
හැʆɝම �ȿƱ ෙදයú බවට පƮ 
ɪය 

1 

10 In the last few days he has 
not spoken to any of his 
friends. 

පʈęය ǎන ûʏපය Ʊළ ඔʑ 
ඔʑෙĘ ûʆǐ ȽƱෙරýට කතා 
කෙළ් නැත. 

1 

11 Both Peter’s parents and 
teachers noticed this 
change 

șටəෙĘ ෙදමාȘයǦ ෙමǦම 
ěɞවɞ ද ෙමම ෙවනස ǐටහ 

1 

12 Peter’s class teacher Mrs 
Silva sent a letter 

șටəෙĘ පǦƯෙɏ ěɞවɜය 
වන ʆɢවා මහƮȽය ɣȘයú 
යැɩවාය 

1 

13 to his parents enquiring 
about this 

ෙȼ ගැන ɪමසȽǦ ඔʑෙĘ 
ෙදමාȘයǦට 

1 

14 Peter’s father wanted to 
see Mrs Silva 

șටəෙĘ Șයාට ʆɢවා මහƮȽය 
ȿණ ගැʇමට �වශɕ ɭ �තර 

1 

 

20 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Unit English Target language Unit 
Mark 

15 and he replied to her 
requesting for a meeting 

හȿ ɫමට අවසර ඉɢලා ඔʑ 
ȘʘƱɞ යැɪය. 

1 

16 The meeting has now 
been fixed 

හȿɫම ǧයȽතව ඇƮෙƮ 1 

17 for next week at school ලබන සƯෙɏ පාසෙɢǏය 1 

18 Peter is the only child in 
the family 

șටə පɬෙɢ එකම දɞවා ය. 1 

19 His parents love him very 
much 

ඔʑෙĘ ෙදමාȘයǦ ඔʑට 
ෙබාෙහʤ ෙස් ආදෙරɐ 

1 

20 Peter is their only hope. ඔɬǦෙĘ එකම 
බලාෙපාෙරාƮƱව șටə ය. 

1 
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Question Answer Marks Guidance 

3 පාɜෙභʤęකයǦට කඩ සාȗȚ ෙවත යාමට ගතවන කාලය ඉƯɜ ෙɩ, 
ඒ ෙවǩෙවǦ දරǦනට ʆǐවන ෙවෙහස ද අƍ ෙɩ 

2  

4 ඉƯɜවන කාලය පාɜෙභʤęකයǦට ෙවනƮ ȝෙයʤජනවƮ ෙදයú 
සඳහා ෙහʤ ɪෙɩකය සඳහා ෙයදɫමට හැûය 

2  

5 කාලය සමග සටǦ කරȽǦ ȽǧʈǦ එǎෙනදා කරන Őවන අරගලය 
Ʊල ෙȼ අǦදමට ෙහʤ ඉඩú ලැȫම 

1  

6 තමǦම කඩ සාȗȚවලට ෙගාස් භාƜඩ Ƚල Ǐ ගැǨමට. තමǦ Ƚල Ǐ 
ගǦනා ෙදය පɜúෂාෙකාට බලා Ƚල Ǐ ගැǨම ʈǐʈවන බව ඔɬǦ ෙĘ 
මතයɐ 

2  

7 භාƜඩ Șɣබඳ ඇƯ ɪස්තර, ෙවනƮ අයෙĘ ɞĽ අɞĽකȼ මත තබා 
ඇƯ සටහǦ 

2  

8 සාȗȚ සවාɜ යාෙමǦ ලැෙබන සƱට 1  

9 යȼ ෙරʤග වසංගතයú ෙහʤ ෙවනƮ සමාජ වɕසනකාɝ අවස්ථාවú 
වැǧ තƮƮවයǦʏ Ǐ 

2  

10 ෙසෟඛɕමය වශෙයǦ ආරúෂාකාɜය / ෙලඩ ෙරʤග පැƯɝම එɐǦ අƍ 
ෙɩ  Any One from these two 

1  

11 ෙබාෙහʤ කඩ සාȗȚ වැʇ යාම 1  

12 එǎෙනදා ෙවළඳ කටɒƱ පහල බැʆම,  ෙවළඳසැɢ පවƮවාෙගනයාම 
අʇɞ ɫම, ෙස්වක වැŻȗ ෙගɫම අʇɞ ɫම,  ෙස්වකɐǦ අƍ ûɝම,  
ෙස්වකɐǦෙĘ ɚüරúෂා අʏȽ ɫම Any 3 from these 

3  

13 පɜගණක ȝɫණƮවය,  තම භාƜඩ ගබඩා ûɝම සහ ෙබදා හැɝම 
සඳහා Șʘෙයළ ûɝමට ඉඩකඩ, නගරෙයǦ ඈත ස්ථානයක ෙහʤ තම 
ǧෙවස්වලම වɕාපාර කටɒƱ ûɝමට හැû ɫම. 

3  
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 Language and Spelling 

5 
(Excellent) 

 Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. 
 Varied, precise vocabulary. 
 Relevant material from the text is rephrased in a sophisticated manner. 
 Hardly any or no technical errors. 

4 
(Good) 

 Clear, appropriate language. 
 Appropriate vocabulary. 
 Relevant material from the text is rephrased well. 
 Few technical errors. 

3 
(Adequate) 

 Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simply 
syntax. 

 Adequate vocabulary. 
 Evidence of copying word for word from text. 
 Some technical errors. 

2 
(Weak) 

 Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simply syntax with 
some clumsiness. 

 Thin vocabulary. 
 General reliance on copying from text. 
 A number of technical errors. 

1 
(Poor) 

 Thin, inappropriate use of language. 
 Confused and obscure. 
 Indiscriminate copying from the text may occur. 
 Many errors. 

0  Nothing worthy of credit.  

 


