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Introduction
Candidates produced some excellent work at the second sitting of this AS paper. Most managed to

complete the whole paper and there were few blank answers. There were examples of excellent up-

to-date geographical knowledge in several parts of the paper. However, there were again

generalised essays lacking in specific reference to places or groups of people which tended to score

low level 2 at the most. The 3 mark 'Suggest one reason/way/development...' questions again were

challenging for many. Similarly the 4 mark, 2 by 2 questions. Answers need to make linked points

for the required number of marks and completely new ideas/reasons should not be introduced.

Candidates are recommended to avoid writing about 'some people' and be more precise about

which group or place they are thinking about. Also questions with the command words 'Explain

why...' require reasons to be stated, and then explained. Some candidates tended to drift into

discussion of the impacts or consequences, rather than explaining why something has happened,

for example on the 6 mark questions, 1e, 2d and 5d.

12 mark 'assess' questions do not require a conclusion but there should be a consideration of more

than one perspective, and there should be judgement about the significance of these perspectives

within the essay. In some cases, centres had clearly taught candidates to make a summary

judgement at the end, which can help ensure this requirement is met.
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Question 1 (c) (i)

Most candidates were able to read the graph data accurately and perform the subtraction required.

Some tried to turn this into a percentage. Reading the question carefully is essential.

Question 1 (c) (ii)

This 3 mark question was a challenge, and many did not identify a third point. The most common

transport development identified was the use of containerisation to move manufactured goods

from China to the rest of the world. Linked points included efficiency, with time and cost savings,

with extensions that included the fact that the cost of moving a phone or a TV was less than £1.

3 marks scored

Marks are awarded for containerisation (1) which

reduces costs (1) so TNCs can operate globally (1).

There is also an additional detail mark for the

19,000 containers.

Keep to one development, and make 3 linked

points.
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Question 1 (d) 

Here two points were needed, each of which needed to be extended for a second mark. The

extension needed to be different for each point, and answers needed to be about national policies.

This should include the decision to join a trade bloc, for example. Answers that jumped straight into

World Bank and WTO policies were rarely clear enough on the national government role. Fair trade

is not a government policy. Most common were answers that discussed tariff free trade, and also

privatisation and liberalisation of the economy.

3 marks scored here. One for the first and two for the second.

The first point is not extended clearly enough for a

second mark. What does 'cheaper trade' mean?

The second policy, although briefly stated 'Open

Door Policy China', is extended through the listing

of FDI, EPZs and SEZs as the means by which this

policy operates and was given 2 marks.
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4 marks scored, 2 for each section

Each point is well explained with an extension.

Question 1 (e) 

There are many ways of answering this question. 'Losers' may be in developed or developing

countries, and the best answers tended to consider both, providing the 'broad range of

geographical ideas' required for level 3. Exemplification of places helped build a 'detailed and fully

developed' answer, often with factual support.

There was some confusion with automation of industry, missing the emphasis on global shift. There

were excellent case studies on Detroit and sweatshops in Bangalore, though often Bangladesh was

quoted as a city. The best answers included the impacts of migration on urban unemployment,

contributing to a spiral of decline.
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5 marks scored here.
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The definition of global shift is not essential but

helps set the scene. Leicester and Rana Plaza,

Bangladesh are then used as examples to

demonstrate geographical knowledge, which is

'mostly relevant but includes some inaccuracies'

(the Nissan example). The evidence is not fully

detailed or developed ('China' is very general) but

there is a broad range of geographical ideas here

about 'losers' in both the UK and Asia. Therefore

although this answer has aspects of both level 2

and level 3, it was awarded 5 as a 'best fit'.

Careful learning of support material helps build an

answer which scores top marks.

Question 1 (f) 

12 mark answers require consideration of at least two different points of view. Here the answer

needs to discuss 'impacts' so the obvious two perspectives would be positive and negative impacts.

Note that the question asks for 'developing countries'. Also although most were able to detail the

problems migrants face in developing cities, and so began to answer the question, the links to

wellbeing were rarely made clear,

A top grade answer will come to a balanced and coherent judgement, for example one which

considers whether the negative impacts on wellbeing outweigh the positive, or else assesses the

impacts on both the migrants themselves and those already in the city. Another approach would be

to consider a wider range of stakeholders, such as business owners or local government. Mumbai,

Bangalore, Lagos, Dhaka and Karachi were the most popular choices for support. A few misread the

question and wrote about Detroit.
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6 marks scored here.

The answer only has one perspective, and

discusses the negative impacts of migration.

Wellbeing is considered in terms of housing, space

and spread of disease as well as access to health

services. Nairobi and the slum area of 1 million

people are identified, along with a 2009 cholera

outbreak, providing some evidence to support the

argument.

The answer reaches 6 because there are logical

connections and relationships within the answer,

giving a partial but coherent interpretation.
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On 'Assess' questions making a mini-plan will help

you think of two points of view.
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11 marks are scored here

Wellbeing is mentioned throughout, but there is

little specific discussion about it. For example,

candidates could explain the loss of days at work,

or mental health, or divided families as children

remain in rural areas whilst parents try and make a

living. In other words, this is a more probing

question than perhaps it first appears, and a GCSE-

style account of the problems of a developing

world city will not get to level 3, or even to high

level 2.
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The final comment in the conclusion (not essential

on 12 marks but it helps ensure a judgement is

made clearly) about the role of the government

shows a depth of understanding of the problems

faced.
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Question 2 (b) (i)

2a Most, but not all, knew that high speed rail development was an example of an infrastructure

improvement.

2bi and 2bii Most, but not all were able to use scale to calculate the runway length, but one third of

candidates could not select the correct area. These, along with the OS skills questions in Q3, are

basic geographical skills that should be practised in the course of study when relevant.

Question 2 (b) (iii)

This 3 mark question was a challenge. Most were able to score 2 marks but the third mark was a

challenge. Most commonly identified reasons were loss of housing and noise. Note that saying

'quality of life would be worsened' was not awarded a mark. At AS level a more precise developed

point was required, for example, sleep was disturbed, people could not use their gardens, house

prices would drop, journeys to school or work night be lengthened, for example.

3 marks awarded here. Although short, this answer suggests a reason which is then developed for

2 further points.

The loss of half the village is the initial reason,

leading to displacement of villagers who have

'place attachment'. This is the bare minimum for 3,

but shows how an answer can score the points

with few words.

GCE Geography 8GE0 02     15



Practice these 3 mark answers as starter activities

in class.
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Question 2 (c) 

As on the 4 mark questions on Q1, two pairs of developed answers are needed. 'Post-production

countryside' was a phrase that puzzled some candidates. Note that small seaside towns were

permitted here, and market towns. Strategies used to rebrand places in 'rural areas' that were

formerly industrial, such as Redruth and coal mining communities like Easington, were also

relevant. Some used urban examples which were not acceptable.

The best answers identified strategies, e.g. 'tourism focused' or 'reimaging using social media' and

then went on to exemplify or explain how this was done for a second mark.

Farm diversification and heritage tourism were the 2 most popular strategies suggested though a

few missed the focus and discussed the Olympic Park in London or the Salford Quays development.

2 marks scored here

1. 1 mark for dirt biking but no explanation is given

as to why this would bring more tourists.

2. 1 mark for advertising but no further marks as

no detail why or how this would bring more

visitors.
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4 marks here.

Although the answers each have the idea of celebrity/media links they are sufficiently different so

both are credited.

Two marks for the first ideas about tourists

wanting to visit the set of a TV show, with the

extension about the example of the place and the

show.

The second idea explains that people want to try

the food because it is locally sourced and the

restaurant is famous.

You need to find a way to extend the answer for a

second point on these 4 mark questions. Ask

yourself, 'so...' and try to add an additional

explanation. Another approach is to offer an

example with a detail, as seen here.
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Question 2 (d) 

6 mark questions require a 'broad range of ideas', so it is very hard to achieve 5-6 marks if only one

factor is explained. Here one successful approach was to identify reasons particular groups of

residents had low levels of engagement. For example, age (both elderly and young people), length

of residence and ethnic identity were all useful, also whether a person works or not. Merely saying

that young people were often not engaged is not an explanation. We need to know the reasons for

this, and also what they are not engaged in (for example, voting or volunteering).

Answers that considered 'residents' as a single group struggled to get out of level 2.

Note that the term 'engagement' was not understood by all. Both increasing and decreasing

engagement were looked at in some answers.
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4 marks are scored here.

3 groups of residents are identified here (recently

arrived, commuters and minority groups) and

briefly stated reasons for the involvement of each

are provided. The third group is explained in a little

more detail in the point about language.

Never use the phrase 'some people'. Be specific.

Which people are you thinking about?
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6 marks scored here

Membership of minority, length of residence, age

and gender are each identified as reasons and

then explained in terms of why they affect level of

engagement. The answer provides range and

shows a very good understanding of the question.
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Geographical terminology sometimes uses familiar

terms and ascribes a particular meaning to them.

Here you need to know what 'engagement' means

in the context of study about place.
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Question 2 (e) 

Candidates found this question difficult. Many did not know the meaning of the term

'demographic'. Some wrote about 'demographic characteristics' without saying anything

whatsoever about people in the essay. Instead they wrote about changes to function or over time,

and sadly scored very low marks, or none at all. Some wrote about 'my local place' and 'my

contrasting place' without saying where these places were. The generic statements that followed

rarely revealed the locations either.

Centres need to address the question of an appropriate scale for their two places. 'London' cannot

be addressed in a meaningful way in this type of essay, and nor can most cities (Manchester,

Sydney, San Francisco all were frequently used), and whole counties (most commonly Cornwall)

were also too large. The variation within any of these places is enormous and the reasons for these

variations are multiple. Two different places within one city was a successful approach (Stratford

and Canning Town for example), or a London borough like Newham was contrasted with multiple

other places (Jaywick, Hull) worked reasonably well. A rural place contrasted with an urban one was

also possible.

Candidates were expected to write about population pyramid features, including age or gender, or

whether populations were growing or declining, or else to explore the ethnicity of the populations.

They then needed to explain whether these features were due to economic factors (e.g. job

availability or wages, or house prices).

As with all 'Assess' questions, different perspectives were needed. For instance some argued that

job availability in Stratford attracted young people, but a seaside town like Weymouth attracted

older people because of the coastal location or perceived peace and quiet or pace of life. Therefore

economic factors may explain some demographic features but not others. Ethnic clustering may be

partly economic, but also due to access to places of worship or a feeling of safety from racism.
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8 marks scored.

The answer has relevant understanding of

demographics and economy and uses evidence. It

makes connections but the argument is

unbalanced as it considers whether the economic

factors are the results of demographics rather

than answering the question set. Thus it is not fully

coherent.

There is good place knowledge about both places.

Although 'Cornwall' is too large for detailed

assessment, many candidates used it as a contrast

to their local (often urban) place. In this context it

worked reasonably well. Schools are advised to

learn some places within Cornwall that exemplify

the general point they are making. For example

Redruth and Grampound are very different to

Falmouth.
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This is a strong answer, comparing Lakenham and Riverside, two areas within Norwich. This helps

centres see they can look for contrasts within their local area. The aspects the areas have in

common (for example location within the UK) can help focus on the reasons for the differences in

demographic characteristics.

10 marks are scored.

The candidate focuses on age structure and gives

evidence in support of discussion about the

contrasting age profiles of the two areas. Reasons

are provided for this, and assessment made about

why few families live in Riverside, for example.

For 12 marks, a fuller understanding of

demographic characteristics was required. The

candidate could have contrasted and suggested

reasons for the ethnic backgrounds of the two

places (even to say they are similar) and also could

discuss which area is seeing greatest change in

population size and density.
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Learn your statistics about your areas and use

them to help support your arguments.
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Question 3 (a) (i)

3ai and 3aii

Skills in basic OS map reading such as 4 and 6 figure grid references are essential for all

geographers and should be revised from GCSE or taught to those who are new to Geography. The

ability to distinguish between south-east and south-west is also important.

Question 3 (a) (ii)

Do not need this section

Question 3 (a) (iv)

3aiii Note that quite a few candidates did not know the difference between systematic and

stratified sampling.

3aiv Here most were able to identify relevant techniques, but not all were able to explain both for a

second mark. Either a detail about how to carry it out, or else a reason why it might be useful were

allowed. Some gave statistical techniques instead which were not creditable here. Methods that

involved secondary data were only allowed if used for comparison with something observed or

collected at the points. For example, photos to compare with older photos (described as

'rephotography' by some), or mapping land use for comparison with a map completed in the past.

Note that the context of the question is important. Here a student is collecting data at points along

a road every 200m, so suggestions need to be suitable.

4 marks scored here, two for each section.

GCE Geography 8GE0 02     29



1. Many candidates suggested a type of

Environmental Quality Assessment. For a second

mark some illustration of the type of data to be

included was required.

2. Questionnaires were also a common response,

and the statement that people could be asked for

their opinions about what had happened was

sufficient.

An extended interview was also allowed as a

separate technique.

Read the question carefully. Here data

COLLECTION was asked about.
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Question 3 (b) 

Hazards are the problems or the threats. They are not the solutions or strategies to reduce the

risks. 'High crime' was not specific enough; 'weather' was similarly too vague.

Most commonly identified were traffic and getting lost.

2 marks here.

As long as the hazard is clear, a very short answer

is acceptable for 'identify' questions.

Here 'traffic' would be credited with a mark, but

'people' would not be (as many candidates want to

find people to interview). Here the candidate has

explained a realistic hazard (mugging) that could

be experienced by a young person doing fieldwork.

Even if you have not prepared an answer for a

question like this in class, think carefully about risk

assessments you have done for your fieldwork

days and identify suitable hazards.
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Question 3 (c) 

Most candidates included a suitable geographical enquiry question, which provided context for the

answer. Whilst not essential, it is also good practice to include the location of the fieldwork as this

further helps set the scene for the examiner.

These 9 mark questions provide a useful preparation for making decisions about planning the NEA

(non-examined assessment) that most AS candidates will be carrying out soon after the exam.

Assessment of the methods used for all elements of the Route to Enquiry for fieldwork is the way to

prepare for these questions.

This time the question focused on data presentation methods, which most candidates were able

to attempt. Some wrote about data collection methods, and unless they also said how they would

present this data, scored 0. Some mentioned data presentation methods but then assessed the

value of the data collection methods, which was not credited.

Many restricted the range of marks by referring solely to very simple methods such as bar charts.

Better answers referred to more complex methods such as the creation of choropleth maps or

scatter graphs, so were able to assess the significance of the results or the relationships shown.
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4 marks scored here

The answer identifies 3 data presentation methods

and explains how they are useful. There is an

attempt to explain the weakness of the line graph,

but it is not explained clearly enough. It is also not

apparent that a line graph would be suitable for

this type of data.
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Assess questions need to two perspectives. Here

strengths and weaknesses of the methods used

are the easiest two perspectives to include.
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9 marks scored here
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The candidate includes several suitable methods

and links them to the results, suggesting ways in

which they helped display the findings. There are

ideas about ways the work could have been

improved.

The use of GIS for data presentation is becoming

more common. Centres are encouraged to teach

this so that candidates can use suitable methods in

their NEA.

Do not say 'it was easy to draw'. This candidate

does make quite a basic statement, explaining how

colour was used but makes a link to the theme of

the fieldwork which makes it useful to the answer.
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Question 4 

Read the resources through carefully before you start. 15 mins are provided for this in the exam.

Many candidates do not use them to inform their evaluation in any depth.

Parts of Swansea, e.g. face environmental problems. Data is provided from a range of sources.

Progress has already been made to improve some problems and a balanced answer would

evaluate the relative success of these as well as the strategies themselves. There was no need to

include a lengthy introduction describing and explaining the key reasons for Swansea’s problems.

The material about Swansea showed an area facing many environmental challenges. Candidates

needed to identify these and then evaluate the effectiveness of the strategies suggested to alleviate

the challenges. Candidates often jumped straight into discussing the strengths and weaknesses of

the strategies before they had thought through which challenge they might be addressing. This

resulted in partial answers with little to evaluate.

Candidates also need to study the question preamble which reminds them that synthesis of ideas

should be made 'across the course of study'. In other words, candidates need to refer to other

ideas, examples or regeneration strategies they have studied to support their evaluation. Here, for

example, many candidates discussed the sustainability of strategies, or else explained that the EU

has provided funding in the past and considered where money might come from in the future.

Stronger candidates were able to see links between the challenge/strategy pairings and began to

assess strengths and weaknesses and knock-on effects such as cheaper roadbuilding materials

from recycled concrete being used to ease the budget for local councils. There were also

suggestions for easing congestion such as traffic free CBD, congestion charges and using some

tourist revenue for decontamination. There were also pertinent comments about sustainability. A

good number did point out that none of the strategies really addressed what they saw as the

biggest problem, namely the contaminated land.
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6 marks scored here.
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The candidate does not identify the challenges

specifically or evaluate their scale, or provide

evidence from the resources. Implied within the

answer are: the growing population, pollution from

the past, air pollution from traffic and waste

disposal.

Strategies are discussed and some strengths and

weaknesses are discussed briefly. The conclusion

is extremely brief.

Assume the reader knows nothing about Swansea.

Provide a balanced summary of the challenges it

faces. Do not repeat long phrases from the

resources but select from them to support the

points you are making.
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16 marks scored here.

Each paragraph discusses a challenge and

evaluates how effectively a strategy will address

the issue. There is frequent reference to the

resource information and some own knowledge

shown in terminology used (e.g. multiplier effect,

role of tourism). There is a rational conclusion

which comes to a decision about which strategy is

best and a substantiated justification.
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Read through this answer and highlight where

evidence from the resources is used. Use a second

colour to highlight evaluative comment. Use a third

colour for synthesis (geographical

ideas/information not in the resource).

GCE Geography 8GE0 02     45



Question 5 (b) (i)

5a Most, but not all, knew that higher fertility rate than mortality rate was the correct answer.

5bi and 5bii Most, but not all, were able to use scale to calculate the railway length, but one third of

candidates could not select the correct area. These, along with the OS skills questions in Q3, are

basic geographical skills that should be practised in the course of study when relevant.

Question 5 (b) (iii)

Not applicable.

Question 5 (c) 

As on the 4 mark questions on Q1, two pairs of developed answers are needed. A broad

interpretation of UK culture was taken. Most were able to identify two changes, but not all were

able to develop these ideas for a second mark in each case. Some used examples of migration from

places outside the EU which were not acceptable. The majority of answers focused on food or

music, or shops and religious buildings.
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Question 5 (d) 

Some good answers were seen, though some did not develop their factors or else gave a very

limited range. As in 2d, many gave two factors, but with limited development so tended to score in

Level 2. The best had a good example to illustrate their answer.

5 marks here
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The answer runs with one theme and the

candidate is clearly thinking of an example studied,

revealed as the Jewish community of the East End

of London, which of course began long before the

1950s. The factors identified are relevant though

the example could do with being brought up to

date.

This part of the course, and indeed this question,

lends itself to historical perspectives but as

geographers it is helpful to offer a current day

comment as well.
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Question 5 (e) 

Candidates found this question difficult. Many took a narrow view of the term 'cultural', and wrote

about ethnic diversity and migration only. It was possible to gain a high mark with this approach if

detail and assessment were used to discuss two contrasting places. Some wrote about 'my local

place' and 'my contrasting place' without saying where these places were. The generic statements

that followed rarely revealed the locations either. A few were very good about one place but knew

very little about the other.

Centres need to address the question of an appropriate scale for their two places. 'London' cannot

be addressed in a meaningful way in this type of essay, and nor can most cities (Manchester,

Sydney, San Francisco all were frequently used), and whole counties (most commonly Cornwall)

were also too large. The variation within any of these places is enormous and the reasons for these

variations are multiple. Two different places within one city was a successful approach (Stratford

and Canning Town for example), or a London borough like Newham contrasted with other places

(Jaywick, Hull) worked reasonably well. A rural place contrasted with an urban one was also

possible.

A few candidates spent too much time/space explaining the reasons behind globalisation so never

really focused on the question. The influence of TNCs featured prominently in many answers and

those that had an appropriate scale of focus cited Starbucks or McDonalds, which could be relevant

but needed linking to the chosen areas. Where cities in SE Asia were chosen as contrasting places,

discussion of Westernisation/Americanisation took place which had relevance. Focusing on culture

was much less of a problem than demography was in 2e.

As with all 'Assess' questions, different perspectives were needed. For instance some argued that

job availability in Stratford attracted young people, but a seaside town like Weymouth attracted

older people because of the coastal location or perceived peace and quiet or pace of life. Therefore

economic factors may explain some demographic features but not others. Ethnic clustering may be

partly economic, but also due to access to places of worship or a feeling of safety from racism.
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12 marks are scored here

This answer shows accurate knowledge and

understanding with balanced evidence. There are

relevant connections and relationships to the

question throughout. There is good support about

both locations, although Cornwall is rather large

scale. The discussion about the regional heritage

of Cornwall leading to less influence from global

factors is helpful.

The counter argument about Slough on the second

side lifts the answer. There is assessment in

numerous places making this a balanced and

coherent answer to the question.
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Keep coming back to the question at least at the

end of each paragraph.
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Question 6 (a) (i)

6ai and 6aii

Skills in basic OS map reading such as 4 and 6 figure grid references are essential for all

geographers and should be revised from GCSE or taught to those who are new to Geography. The

ability to distinguish between south-east and south-west is also important.

Question 6 (a) (ii)

Do not need this section

Question 6 (a) (iv)

6aiii Note that quite a few candidates did not know the difference between systematic and

stratified sampling.

6aiv Here most were able to identify relevant techniques, but not all were able to explain both for a

second mark. Either a detail about how to carry it out, or else a reason why it might be useful were

allowed. Some gave statistical techniques instead which were not creditable here. Methods that

involved secondary data were only allowed if used for comparison with something observed or

collected at the points. For example, photos to compare with older photos (described as

'rephotography' by some), or mapping type of housing for example for comparison with a map

completed in the past.

Note that the context of the question is important. Here a student is collecting data about

deprivation at points along a road every 200m, so suggestions need to be suitable.

4 marks scored here.
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Each idea is suitable and explained sufficiently for

a second mark.

1. Traffic count with extension about link between

pollution and deprivation.

2. Crime prevention tally with details about the

method used.

Read the question carefully. Here data

COLLECTION was asked about.

Question 6 (b) 

Hazards are the problems or the threats. They are not the solutions or strategies to reduce the

risks. 'High crime' was not specific enough; 'weather' was similarly too vague.

Most commonly identified were 'traffic' and 'getting lost'.

2 marks are scored.

Although not quite on the mark scheme, these are

both reasonable hazards, particularly in some

urban areas, so were both credited.
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Even if you have not prepared an answer for a

question like this in class, think carefully about risk

assessments you have done for your fieldwork

days and identify suitable hazards.

Question 6 (c) 

Most candidates included a suitable geographical enquiry question, which provided context for the

answer. Whilst not essential, it is also good practice to include the location of the fieldwork as this

further helps set the scene for the examiner.

These 9 mark questions provide a useful preparation for making decisions about planning the NEA

(non-examined assessment) that most AS candidates will be carrying out soon after the exam.

Assessment of the methods used for all elements of the Route to Enquiry for fieldwork is the way to

prepare for these questions.

This time the question focused on data presentation methods, which most candidates were able

to attempt. Some wrote about data collection methods, and unless they also said how they would

present this data, scored 0. Some mentioned data presentation methods but then assessed the

value of the data collection methods, which was not credited.

The use of GIS for data presentation is becoming more common. Centres are encouraged to teach

this so that candidates can use suitable methods in their NEA.
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8 marks scored here
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Several methods are explained, all of which are

detailed. The assessment has positives and

negatives.

Note that statistical tests are not relevant but the

scatter diagram is appropriate as it involves

presenting the data.

The judgement lacks the development needed for

9.

Assess questions need to two perspectives. Here

strengths and weaknesses of the methods used

are the easiest two perspectives to include.
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Question 7 

Read the resources through carefully before you start. 15 mins are provided for this in the exam.

Many candidates do not appear to have read the materials, or to have used them to inform their

evaluation.

Parts of Rhyl are extremely deprived. Data is provided from the Index of Multiple Deprivation,

which candidates are likely to be familiar with through their study of their local or contrasting

places. There are also signs of progress (e.g. the local school's OFSTED report, and the services

provided by the local council). Good answers will be balanced, evaluating the significance of these

strengths.

The material about Rhyl showed an area facing many challenges. Candidates needed to identify

these briefly, and then evaluate the effectiveness of the strategies suggested to alleviate the

challenges. Candidates often jumped straight into discussing the strengths and weaknesses of the

strategies before they had thought through which challenge they might be addressing. This

resulted in partial answers with little to evaluate. Candidates also need to study the question

preamble which reminds them that synthesis of ideas should be made 'across the course of study'.

In other words, candidates need to refer to other ideas, examples or groups of people they have

studied to support their evaluation.
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This answer scored 7 marks.

The only challenge identified is 'deprivation' linked

to changes in tourism. The rest of the answer

considers the strengths and weaknesses of the

solutions.

It is difficult to evaluate if you are not clear about

the issues. Once established, then you can argue

how far each strategy might help, and what might

be neglected.

Quote from the resources in your answer to

support the points you are making.
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16 marks are scored here.

This answer has sound evaluation throughout with

detailed use of resources to support the

arguments. There is synthesis in the discussion

about Leicester and depopulation. The conclusion

is rational and substantiated.

Read through this answer and highlight where

evidence from the resources is used. Use a second

colour to highlight evaluative comment. Use a third

colour for synthesis (geographical

ideas/information not in the resource).
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Practise use of the command words which will not change in the lifetime of the specification

Use the levels based mark scheme to check you know the requirements of the higher levels, for

example the Level 3 and Level 4 requirements on the 12 and 16 mark questions.

Check you know basic geographical vocabulary. This year, candidates did not seem to know the

meaning of demographic characteristics, data presentation methods and deprivation. Post-

production countryside was also misunderstood by a few.

Local and contrasting places are clearly specified as requirements. Many candidates used

locations which were too large. See 2e and 5e above.

There were examples of excellent up-to-date geographical knowledge in several parts of the

paper. However, there were again generalised essays lacking in specific reference to places or

groups of people which tend to score low level 2 at the most.

The 16 mark evaluation questions require synthesis of geographical ideas, a balanced argument

supported by evidence and a rational, substantiated conclusion. Check you understand how to

do all these.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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