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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with 
the new A Level paper 2A which deals with Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman 
Kingdom, c1053-1106 (2A.1), and England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 
1154-1189 (2A.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is 
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section 
B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by 
targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity 
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively 
and there was little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within 
the time allocated. Examiners did note that more scripts than has been usual posed some 
problems with the legibility of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can 
read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out reasoned 
inferences developed from the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation 
to the demands of the question on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature, 
origin and purpose of the source. It is important that candidates appreciate that weight is 
not necessarily established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the author 
of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort 
the message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching 
a conclusion regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, 
comments on all the things that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so is 
unlikely to contribute to establishing weight. The question requires candidates to use the 
sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the majority of candidates were aware of 
this instruction and achieved it using a variety of different approaches.

Candidates are more familiar with the essay section of Paper 2 and in section B most 
candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical response. Stronger 
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order 
concept that was being targeted by the question, although weaker candidates often wanted 
to engage in a main factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily 
address the demands of the conceptual focus. Candidates do need to formulate their 
planning so that there is an argument and a counter argument within their answer; many 
candidates lacked any counter argument at all. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates 
the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for awarding marks and centres should 
note how these strands progress through the levels. Candidates do need to be aware of 
key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure that they draw their evidence in 
responses from the appropriate time period.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
There were nearly twice as many responses to Question 1 compared with Question 2 but in 
general the answers to question 2 were of a higher quality. Candidates struggled to focus on 
the question and a significant number investigated the reasons for Duke William’s success 
rather than addressing the question of how far the historian could make use of the sources. 
A small minority of candidates answered the question based on own knowledge. In the 
section B question, distribution was uneven with very many more candidates attempting 
Question 3 than Question 4; for questions 5 and 6 the distribution was slightly more 
balanced although the answers for Question 6 were of a generally higher calibre.

This is a very familiar topic and candidates were able to draw on a wealth of knowledge to 
set the sources in context. The best responses stood back from the sources and evaluated 
them in the light of their contextual knowledge and weight that could be attached to the 
sources to reach a reasoned judgement. However, for some candidates the question 
seemed to present difficulties. The main problem was a tendency to misinterpret the 
question to focus on the degree of Duke Williams’s success and the number of mistakes 
made by King Harold and to answer the inquiry itself rather than the question which 
asks candidates to address how far the historian could make use of the sources in 
the investigation. In some instances, the reference to sources was cursory and much 
dependence placed on own knowledge. Too many responses focused too much attention to 
what was not in the sources and used this as the basis of their evaluation. Unless candidates 
can show that omissions are deliberate, this line of argument is of little value. Candidates 
are asked to evaluate what is there rather than what is not. Most candidates were able to 
demonstrate some understanding of the source material and in most cases provenance 
of the sources was noted. In particular, candidates frequently identified the nature and 
purpose of source 2 influencing its utility and to a lesser extent its weight. Most answers 
were level 3 and low level 4 and few candidates were able to interpret source material in the 
context of values and concerns of the society from which it is drawn.
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This is a level 5 response. The candidate interrogates the two sources together,  
using contextual understanding and the weight that can be attached to the  
provenance of the sources to draw a judgement about how far they could be  
used by the historian. 

Examiner Comments

When answering source questions, you should attempt to stand back from  
the sources and consider what use an historian could make of them for  
answering the inquiry.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Candidates were very familiar with this topic and most were able to set their answers 
in context. In answering this question most candidates focused mainly on the sources 
rather than describing from their own knowledge. Most candidates clearly identified that 
source 3 focused on Henry the Young King and source 4 on Queen Eleanor. Although some 
candidates also struggled to demonstrate their ability to interpret source material in the 
context of values and concerns of the society from which it is drawn, it is interesting to note 
that many of the candidates who were able to do so focused on source 4 and considered 
the letter to Eleanor in the context of 12th century attitudes to women as both wives and 
rulers. As with question 1, candidates tended to focus on answering the inquiry itself rather 
than the question which asks candidates to address how far the historian could make use 
of the sources in the investigation. There was also a large number who focused on the 
omissions rather than the content of the sources. All sources cannot be comprehensive and 
candidates do need to focus on what they have rather than to argue that they need different 
sources.
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This is a good level 4 response. It is stronger on assessing the value of source 3  
and devoted time to writing about omissions rather than focusing on what is in  
the sources. It makes a range of valid point about source 3 and develops some 
reasoned inferences.

Examiner Comments

When addressing source questions, focus on what the historian could  
draw from the sources rather than considering what is not there.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This was an extremely popular question and, although there were some level 5 and high 
level 4 answers, there were also a level 1 and some level 2s. A number of candidates ignored 
the exact question and focused instead on the problems caused by Edward the Confessor‘s 
failure to produce an heir and focused much of their answer on the period after Edward’s 
death. Candidates were knowledgeable about the power of the Godwin family in terms of 
their wealth and control of most earldoms and most contrasted their power with Harold’s 
and Tostig’s support for the monarchy in fighting the Welsh prince in the 1050s and 1060s. 
In general, the candidates found it easy to identify other problems faced by Edward later 
in his reign and there were many clear explanations of the impact of the Welsh Wars 
and Tostig’s problems in Northumbria. A few candidates were unable to consider other 
problems and instead described a range of features in the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom that were 
not problems. Most candidates found it possible to reach an overall judgement although not 
always well substantiated but relatively few candidates were able to establish valid criteria 
which could be applied to reach a judgement. Some conclusions summarised the points 
made but did not reach a judgement.
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This is a level 5 response. It explores three key factors in depth  
and established good criteria to allow a judgement.

Examiner Comments

This question focuses on significance. You need to develop criteria by which to judge  
significance and use them to weigh up the relative significance of the problems facing  
the English monarchy.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

There were a number of very good answers to this question, but a number of candidates did 
struggle with the concept of lay investiture and very few had any awareness of the situation 
of the papacy and how this might influence the question. Although there were relatively 
few answers to this question, most avoided the temptation to write narrative explanations 
and analysis was usually attempted. Some candidates did not have enough material to 
address this question and so wrote at length about the problems in the reighs of William 
I and William Rufus. Some candidates found it possible to reach an overall judgement, 
although not always well substantiated, but relatively few candidates were able to establish 
valid criteria which could be applied to reach judgement. Many judgements were merely 
summaries.



21GCE History 9HI0 2A



22 GCE History 9HI0 2A



23GCE History 9HI0 2A



24 GCE History 9HI0 2A

This is a secure level 4 response. It has an understanding of the investiture debate  
and its role in the conflict between Church and state in the reign of Henry I. It focuses  
on the roles of both Henry and Anselm. In places, it is a little descriptive. The conclusion  
tends to summarise rather than judge.

Examiner Comments

To reach the highest levels, it is important to reach a judgement in relation to the question.  
In this case, you need to consider whether Henry is more responsible than Anselm and the Church.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This is a popular topic and most candidates who addressed the question had a good 
knowledge of the topic. The best responses were able to assess the importance of Henry’s 
aims in causing the conflict in comparison to other chosen causes such as Becket’s attitude 
and actions. However, some candidates struggled with the focus of the question and a 
number of answers related a history of Henry’s relationship with Becket leading up to the 
murder rather than focusing fully on the issue of Henry’s aims and the role they played 
in the conflict. This limited access to levels 4 and 5 for those candidates. Many candidates 
reached an overall judgement, although not always well-substantiated, and relatively few 
candidates were able to establish valid criteria which could be applied in order to reach 
judgement. A number of judgements focused on the personalities of Becket and Henry with 
some even introducing psychological “profiles” based largely on assertion. Again this 
approach is limited in accessing the higher levels.
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This is a level 5 response. It has a good focus on Henry’s aims and supported by  
a range of well-selected knowledge. It reaches a judgement based upon valid criteria.

Examiner Comments

This is a causation question. In these questions, you need to look at the given reason  
and consider alternatives in order to reach a judgement in relation to the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This question seemed to attract some of the most effective answers in section B. Although 
some candidates struggled to identify the specific financial reforms referred to, far more 
were able to explain both financial and legal reforms in some detail. Candidates drew on 
a wealth of knowledge to address the question including various taxes, re-coinages, Mort 
D'Ancestor, Assizes of Clarendon, the Inquest of Sheriffs etc., and used this knowledge to 
consider the strengthening of royal power. Candidates who described reforms without 
addressing the impact on royal authority struggled to achieve above low level 4. This 
question provoked some of the most effective examples of the ability to establish valid 
criteria. 
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This is a level 5 response. The analysis is sustained throughout the answer and underpinned  
by an excellent range of knowledge. The argument is logical and coherent thoughout.

Examiner Comments

This question is focused on the impact of Henry II’s policies in strengthening royal  
authority. When being asked to explore the consequences of policies, remember to  
address impact - don’t get too focused on describing policies.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

•	 Candidates should aim to develop valid inferences supported by the arguments raised 
in the sources, not merely paraphrase the content of the sources.

•	 Inferences can be supported by reference to contextual knowledge surrounding the 
issues raised by the sources.

•	 Candidates should focus on the content in the sources rather than what is not there, 
unless the omission is deliberate.

•	 Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and 
authorship of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or 
purpose of the writer.

•	 Candidates should use the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

•	 Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly 
identified.

•	 Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker 
responses lacked depth and sometimes range.

•	 Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis 
that is required for the higher levels. 

•	 Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they 
can address the questions with chronological precision.

•	 Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to make the structure 
of the response flow more logically and to enable the integration of analysis.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on  
this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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