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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates continue to be able to engage effectively across the ability range

with A Level paper 34.1 which deals with Industrialisation and social change in Britain, 1759-1928

and 34.2 which deals with Poverty, public health and the state in Britain, c1780-1939.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based

on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2).

Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by

targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and

difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the

process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most candidates appeared to organise

their time effectively and there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all

three sections of the paper within the time allocated this summer. Examiners continued to

comment on the fact that a significant minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility

of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop reasoned

inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source thoroughly in relation to

the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature, origin

and purpose of the source. It is pleasing to note that last summer’s advice was taken on board by

many candidates and there were fewer examples this summer of candidates suggesting that weight

can be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. This summer there was some

evidence of more candidates using often extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer to the

enquiry, rather than using it to illuminate and discuss the source. This resulted in candidates not

dealing with the source adequately.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood the

importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the

question. However, it continues to be the case that weaker candidates often wanted to turn

questions into a main factor/other factors approach, even where this was not appropriate to the

focus of the question. Candidates should be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification,

and ensure that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.

In Section C, most candidates were able to engage with the elements of the process of change that

are central in this section of the examination. This is a breadth question and the questions that are

set encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded again that this has important

implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet point 2 at

Level 5 candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. The

requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may be more

specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in others. However, it

was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any Section C question

unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was addressed. To access bullet

point 2 at Level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands of the question. It was unlikely

that most of the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a restricted range that

covered less than 60% of its chronology.

In both Sections B and C when dealing with AO1, not all candidates demonstrated a secure

understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Some

candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that

they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be

discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on

which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of
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reaching that judgement. There was some tendency this summer, in all sections of the paper, for

some candidates to replicate the words and phrases of the mark scheme in their responses. It is

the application of the requirements of the mark scheme that is crucial.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

Overall this was successfully answered and most candidates were able to use the source to address

both enquiries, if not equally so. Candidates were able, for example, to use the origin of the source

from the Times as in itself a market strategy and comment that the Times is regarded as a ‘quality’

newspaper appealing to middle and upper middle class, and Austin were targeting this group.

Candidates were also able to comment on the show rooms and their locations, and

recommendations as all part of their strategy. Some added that the company expanded and used

other strategies as the company developed and faced difficulties used other marketing strategies

such as motor rallies. Regarding the success of the company most candidates were able to use part

of the source to show this, such as increased production, high demand and innovative style. Others

commented on that the source did not show the difficulties the company had faced and how

production changed during the war, and attempts to open up the market in 1920s by developing

the Austin seven.
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This is a Level 5 response as the candidate clearly

considers both enquiries and adds contextual

knowledge to develop these source based points.

The candidate reaches a well supported judgement

in the conclusion where both enquiries are clearly

weighed up.

Make sure that your contextual knowledge is

added to the points made in the sources, rather

than being discussed in isolation.
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Question 2 

Candidates were generally able to use the conclusion from the Majority Report of the Royal

Commission to address the two enquiries, although there was a tendency for the attitudes towards

those in poverty to be addressed more than the problems with poor relief in the early twentieth

century. Candidates were able to comment that the report was an official document, that it was

one of two reports, and the intention was to persuade the government to support their position.

They suggested the report represented the orthodox view that poverty was the result of the poor’s

own failures or faults and poverty was an evil. They were able to select aspects from the source

such as ‘dead weight’ and ‘useless’ to show it was depicted as a moral problem. Some candidates

commented that this did not represent all the views at the time as the minority report was not

mentioned, and weaker candidates spent far too long describing what was not in the source.

Regarding the second enquiry and the problem with poor relief, some candidates argued that the

conclusion focused on charities and said this was because members of the Majority commission

played significant roles in charity organisation and saw charities as the way to provide provision so

lessening the cost to the tax payers. A few candidates dismissed the source saying it did not say

anything about poor relief. National efficiency was considered by some candidates but only the

best then cited the Liberal reforms as a sign of changing attitudes and care. Provenance was not

done well generally with the background to the report’s establishment and the work done

mentioned by few.
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In this Level 5 response the candidate clearly

considers both enquiries, using contextual

knowledge to enhance and add to these source

based points. The candidate also does well to

consider the provenance of the source and uses

this to evaluate the value of the source for both

enquiries, before reaching a supported conclusion.
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Try to consider the provenance of the source for

both enquiries rather than in a separate, stand

alone paragraph.
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Question 3 

The candidates who answered this question were usually able to suggest examples of the influence

of trade in the East and its impact on Wedgwood’s success, such as the growing demand for China

and porcelain. Wedgwood’s attempt to copy it and develop pottery of the same quality were cited,

for example, with the Jasperware. Wedgwood’s experimentation with glazes and designs being

influenced by the East was also discussed by stronger candidates. These candidates also argued

that other factors influenced his success, such as Wedgwood's marriage to Sarah providing him

with the money to build the Etruria works which enabled him to meet demand. Others commented

on the development of the canal network allowing the safe distribution of his products, as well as

Wedgwood’s experimental methods, developing distinct products such as creamware. Weaker

candidates however only briefly considered the stated factor, before addressing alternative reasons

for success. Stronger candidates were confident in setting criteria to judge success eg profit,

reputation, which were common themes across many answers.
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Here the candidate establishes criteria for the

judgements to be made in the introduction and

then refers to these throughout the essay.

Evaluation at the end of each paragraph with the

evidence weighed up in the conclusion means this

is a Level 5 response.

A plan is always a good idea - it helps you consider

the key factors and to organise your argument.
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Question 4 

Most of the candidates who attempted this question had some knowledge of Quarry Bank Mill and

were able to give some reason for its significance. Stronger candidates suggested that it was a

model others copied, that its size gave it an important role and influence and discussed Greg’s

ability to expand and provide housing for employees setting an example that other factory owners

copied. Most candidates were also usually able to consider other factors such as the movement

towards a factory system, the role of other factories, the available workforce as aiding the cotton

Industry as a whole. However, weaker answers misread the question and focused their answer

around why Quarry Bank Mill was significant rather than comparing Quarry Bank Mill to other

factors. These answers also stated judgements rather than explaining them.
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There is lots of detailed evidence in this answer but

at times the candidate tends to explain rather than

analyse. This is a Level 4 response as the candidate

has explained whether or not Quarry Bank Mill was

significant rather than really engaging with the

extent of the significance of the Mill for the wider

cotton industry.

Make sure you carefully read every word of the

question so that your answer is accurately focused

and reaches a judgement on the actual question

asked.
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Question 5 

Generally the candidates who tackled this question were able to give examples for and against the

Poor Law Boards and the Poor Law Commission being the most effective. The strongest candidates

attempted to establish criteria to make the judgement which usually aided and shaped the quality

of the response. They used criteria such as which was the most cost effective, which helped the

poor more, and what if any similarities and differences did they both have adding to the

judgement. As the Poor Law Board replaced the Poor Law Commission following the Andover

Scandal, most candidates argued they were an improvement because they targeted groups such as

children and helped to break the cycle of poverty by doing so instead of blaming the poor. As the

Boards were more closely linked with government this was seen as giving them more weight. Some

effectively argued, however, that there was continuity as some members of the Poor Law

Commission were also on the Poor Law Board and so the Commission cannot have been that bad.

Weaker answers did not compare the Poor Law Commission and the Poor Law Board based on how

effective they were at managing the plight of the poor, but rather described the functions of both.

This meant some answers were a narrative that described their roles rather than making an

analytical and evaluative comparison.
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The strength of this Level 5 answer is in the careful

comparison throughout the response of the Poor

Law Board and the Poor Law Commission through

selected factors rather than describing each in

turn. The candidate then reaches an evidenced

and well focused conclusion.

If a question asks you to compare two

organisations, make sure you do this throughout

your response, rather than describing each one in

turn.
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Question 6 

Most candidates identified shipbuilding as being one of the key heavy industries in decline and that

this affected large numbers of people particularly in the North. Some candidates linked this to

factors such the Wall Street crash, which was seen to increase the decline of heavy industries.

Candidates were usually able to point out that not all areas suffered and that the light industries

grew and employment was higher in the south. They were also able to comment on changes in

world trade as factors affecting the economy. Stronger candidates also pointed out the reluctance

of the government to take action to protect heavy industries, and the lack of sympathy shown for

example to the Jarrow Marchers was indicative of the government refusal to act and so government

inaction was seen to be significant as a cause of poverty. Too few candidates took note of the dates

in the question and only the strongest considered explicitly both the 1920s and the 1930s. Some of

the weakest answers addressed what led to a decline in heavy industry rather than addressing how

this caused poverty and did not compare to other factors or only addressed other factors briefly.
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This is a Level 5 response as the candidate

considers the time frame of the question (ie both

the 1920s and 1930s). The candidate also links

clearly back to the question at the end of each

paragraph, which ensures that this response is

analytical and evaluative throughout.

Aim to clearly link back to the question at the end

of each paragraph so that you are assessing the

significance of the factors throughout your

response.
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Question 7 

The majority of candidates were able to give a number of different examples of employers such as

Titus Salt, Robert Owen and Cadbury who provided better working conditions and looked to the

welfare of their workers and the children. Stronger candidates were also able to point out that

these were localised and not all employers followed their examples so national improvements had

to come from the government with legislation such as the Factory Act (1833) having importance.

Strong candidates also considered the role played by unions campaigning for improvements and

the success of the match girls strike in 1888, as an example. Candidates did not generally comment

on the effect of the First World War for women and changes during this time and many weaker

answers focused only on the mid nineteenth century. Overall candidates had a clear focus on how

actions or factors led to improvements in working conditions. The weaker answers tended to state

that the action or factor led to an improvement but failed to explain how or did so only briefly.
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This response achieves Level 5 as the candidate

largely compares the alternative factors back to

the stated factor at the end of each paragraph

rather than discussing them in isolation, although

towards the end of the answer these links could be

more explicit. The candidate also covers the date

range of the question which is key for a Section C

response.

A plan is always a good idea as it ensures that your

answer is focused and in this section, can help you

check that you have covered the whole of the date

range.
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Question 8 

The question was tackled by a small number of candidates. They generally were able to explain the

significance of the Triple Alliance, with the combination of the miner, railwaymen and transport

workers. They mentioned events such as Black Friday (1921), which was cited as an example of a

major set-back for the alliance, but June 1925 (Red Friday) brought a success with subsidies for the

miners. Candidates were generally able to point to other factors such as new model unions, the

impact of global events and the depression as limiting the success and significance of the Triple

Alliance. Weaker candidates left out the stated factor and simply discussed alternative events or

organisations.
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This is a top Level 4 response as although the

candidate has lots of detailed evidence, and the

response is well focused, the candidate does tend

to explain rather than analyse the various turning

points. The candidate does well to weigh up these

turning points in a focused conclusion.

Make sure you explain why each turning point is or

isn't significant rather than simply explaining what

happened.
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Question 9 

Candidates were generally able to provide examples of the advances in technology such as flushing

toilets, and the development of sewage systems such as Joseph Bazalgette’s. Some candidates

argued that technology had caused problems and the factory system had brought large people

together causing overcrowding and providing the conditions for disease to spread. Stronger

candidates pointed out that technology would have had limited use until there was an

understanding of how diseases spread and the establishment of germ theory by Pasteur. This and

the work of people such as Snow aided progress in public health. Their ideas, although initially

resisted, helped to put pressure on establishing Public Health Acts, which then tackled the issue on

a national scale. Substantiating the overall judgement seems to be an issue many candidates faced,

eg explaining WHY the factor was important in improving public health not just stating that it did.

The most successful answers were able to explain how the factor (eg improvements in technology)

actually improved public health, eg by giving evidence of death rates decreasing or epidemics

becoming less frequent and taking less lives. There was a good breadth of evidence used by

candidates overall although some answers focused the majority of evidence only in the mid

nineteenth century.
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This is a detailed and well evidenced response,

however the candidate would benefit from a

sharper focus on the stated factor rather than

focusing on alternative factors. This is a Level 4

response as the issue of technological

developments is only considered towards the end

of the response and the candidate does not

compare alternative factors back to the stated

factor sufficiently.

Make sure your response is focused around the

stated factor in the question, rather than

whichever factor you think is the most important.
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Question 10 

Most candidates were able to give examples of local initiatives such as Joseph Bazalgette’s

development of the sewage system in London. However, they generally pointed out this was

initiated as a result of the Great Stink in 1858. Other candidates pointed to local initiatives such as

in Manchester and the work of Marie Stopes in providing public advice and the first clinic in London

for women. Stronger candidates were able to argue that these local initiatives were providing

examples and influencing later national developments. Many candidates generally argued that

central government intervention was needed to establish national provision. A very successful

structure to ensure focused and sustained analytical comparison was to consider different areas of

public health provision, eg water / vaccinations and compare the work of local initiatives and

government within each factor. Many candidates explained how initiatives or government action

improved public health rather than how it improved public health provision. There is a difference

between the two and not all candidates understood this or understood this fully.
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Here the candidate reaches Level 4 as they engage

with a comparison between local initiatives and

central government, rather than discussing the two

separately. The candidate has a selection of

examples to support their argument but would

benefit from a broader date range to their

evidence to meet the requirements of a breadth

question.

Make sure that your response has examples from

across the date range in the question to ensure

that you have fully answered the question.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries.

Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond

comprehension of the sources.

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature, origin and purpose of

the source. Comments about this should be specific to the provided sources rather than generic

comments that might apply to any source.

Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather than

provide an answer to the enquiry.

Sections B and C

Candidates should not assume that every question will require a main factor/other factors

approach.

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is

required for the higher levels.

Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can

address questions with chronological precision.

Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C questions. This

entails not just the bookend dates but some range across the whole chronology within the

parameters of the specification.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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