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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates continue to be able to engage effectively across the ability range
with A Level paper 37 which deals with The changing nature of warfare, 1859-1991 (37.1) and
Germany, 1871-1990: united, divided and reunited.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based
on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2).
Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and
difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the
process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most candidates appeared to organise
their time effectively and there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all
three sections of the paper within the time allocated this summer. Examiners continued to
comment on the fact that a significant minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility
of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop reasoned
inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source thoroughly in relation to
the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature, origin
and purpose of the source. It is pleasing to note that last summer’s advice was taken on board by
many candidates and there were fewer examples this summer of candidates suggesting that weight
can be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. This summer there was some
evidence of more candidates using often extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer to the
enquiry, rather than using it to illuminate and discuss the source. This resulted in candidates not
dealing with the source adequately.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood the
importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the
guestion. However, it continues to be the case that weaker candidates often wanted to turn
questions into a main factor/other factors approach, even where this was not appropriate to the
focus of the question. Candidates should be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification,
and ensure that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.

In Section C, most candidates were able to engage with the elements of the process of change that
are central in this section of the examination. This is a breadth question and the questions that are
set encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded again that this has important
implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet point 2 at
Level 5 candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. The
requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may be more
specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in others. However, it
was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any Section C question
unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was addressed. To access bullet
point 2 at Level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands of the question. It was unlikely
that most of the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a restricted range that
covered less than 60% of its chronology.

In both Sections B and C when dealing with AO1, not all candidates demonstrated a secure
understanding of what is meant by 'criteria’ in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Some
candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that
they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be
discussed in the response. 'Criteria’ in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on
which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of
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reaching that judgement.There was some tendency this summer, in all sections of the paper, for
some candidates to replicate the words and phrases of the mark scheme in their responses. It is
the application of the requirements of the mark scheme that is crucial.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

A source question focused on the qualities of Von Moltke as a commander and the contribution
made by technology in the wars of 1866 and 1870. Stronger candidates recognised the link
between the two enquiries.

Most candidates made use of the attribution in developing their evaluation and engaged with the
source to identify a range of key points, eg Von Moltke's stress on the importance of effective
training to equip commanders for the rapidly changing nature of warfare.

There was much effective deployment of contextual knowledge to facilitate substantial answers, eg
the development of the railway and the telegraph.
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Question 2

A mainstream source question on Bismarck’s attitude to the Reichstag and the political problems
he faced.

The majority of candidates rooted their responses in the source and identified and illustrated a
range of points which indicated Bismarck’s attitude to the Reichstag.

Most candidates also deployed contextual knowledge to emphasise the political challenges

inherent in governing in a multi part state and the underlying apprehensions about the rise of
Socialist politics.
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‘/\ Examiner Comments

The response engages with the source and identifies and illustrates points
relevant to both enquiries. There is some effective deployment of
contextual knowledge, eg Bismarck’s reaction to what he regarded as the
threat from Socialism.

There is some basic evaluation and this aspect could be developed with
address to the attribution and with some more application of contextual
knowledge.

Overall a sound response which merits Level 4.
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Question 3

This question was answered by the majority of candidates for this option. There was sound address
by most to the stated factor with specific illustration and explanation of the importance of
Guderian’'s role in the military fall of France in 1940. Generally these points were measured against
a range of other factors, eg the ‘Maginot mentality’, the failings of Gamelin and the contributions of
other German commanders including Manstein and Rommel.
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Question 4

This was the least popular choice in Section B for this option. The responses were lacking in
development. A high proportion of candidates did not go beyond generalised comments on the
differences in the physical environment. Some began to describe the role of air power in the two
conflicts but there was little substantial illustration and explanation of the points. Consequently
there was a lack of the informed debate required for higher level rewards.
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Question 5

This was the least popular of the Section B questions on this option but the majority of candidates
showed a sound knowledge of Ebert’s policies and actions, eg his role in framing the Constitution
and his deal with Groener to counter the threat of extremism. Many of the stronger responses
brought out the debate about Ebert actually betrayed democracy in the methods he was prepared
to employ against what he regarded as threats from the Left.

The stronger candidates measured the work of Ebert against other factors, eg the roles of Max of
Baden and Ludendorff. Some substantial and balanced debates ensued.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A focused response which identifies, illustrates and explains a range of
factors and weighs up their relative significance. The stated factor is
addressed and specific evidence is identified and exemplified, eg Ebert's
formal political role and his policies towards what were regarded as
extremist challenges. The answer is well structured and clearly expressed
meriting a Level 5 award.

GCE History 9HIO 37 17



Question 6

This was by far the most popular question in Section C and some candidates appeared to select it
on the basis of the topic rather than the specific question. On the other hand, there were many
excellent answers which recognised the role of the Nuremberg Laws in providing a legal framework
whilst making it clear the anti Semitic ideology and policy had been present in the Nazi movement
from the start.

Many candidates focused on the Nuremberg Laws and deployed specific knowledge of the
legislation placing the measures into context. A significant minority showed a confused grasp of
chronology and often produced a narrative account of why Hitler hated the Jews with an often
random set of measures.

Some candidates strayed outside the timeframe and revealed correct knowledge which was not
tied into the question asked.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response addresses the stated factor with some effective illustration
and explanation of its significance. The implication that the Nuremberg
Laws cemented and formalised existing practice is clear although there
could have been some reference to the historical context in which the
Laws were introduced.

The answer provides a general review of pre Nuremberg Law policies and
attitudes which, although some could be more precise, provides evidence
for the argument that the essential attitudes were already evident. There
could be some consideration of the political constraints during the initial
period.

Overall a sound address to the question meriting Level 4.
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Question 7

This was the least popular of the questions in Section C. The strongest candidates identified a range
of literature with some consideration of poetry and drama as well as novels. They also measured
the impact of their chosen points against other means of conveying the nature of war, eg
photographers and film makers.

However, the majority of responses were very limited and there was a good deal of thinly
supported assertion.
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Question 8

This was clearly the most popular question in Section C on this option. The majority of candidates
provided a range of specific evidence regarding the stated factor, the graphic reporting of events in
Saigon during the Tet Offensive and the impact of the report by Walter Cronkite after his visit to
Vietnam. There was also some effective comment in answers about television coverage of events in
the United States itself, notably regarding the events at Kent State University. Many candidates also
discussed the impact of instantaneous coverage by CNN during the Gulf War.

The strongest responses saw the stated factor weighed up against others with comment ranging

from the work of war correspondents such as Russell during the American Civil War to the very
powerful photo journalism typified by Picture Post during the Korean War.
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Question 9

This was another popular Section C question. The majority of candidates addressed the stated
factor and developed a wide ranging and effectively developed comparative argument spanning
the timeframe or a substantial proportion of it. This often started with Bismarck’s development of
industrial cartels to the implementation of the Marshall Plan during Erhard’s time as Finance
Minister and the policies of the EEC in the latter years of the period.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The essay engages with the debate and is well informed. There is a clear
judgement in the opening paragraph that states that the post 1945 period
was of greater significance than the proposition in the question.

There is a strong paragraph on the stated factor which points out some
achievements but also shows awareness of the contradictions that were
inherent in Nazi policy. Other factors are also advanced, notably the
Bismarck period.

Overall coverage is not totally comprehensive but the lively, thoughtful
and substantial debate certainly merits Level 5.
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Question 10

This was the least popular of the questions in Section C on this option. The majority of responses
identified and illustrated a sound range of points from across the timeframe. There was some
effective deployment of specific detail but a significant number of responses did not use their
material effectively enough in considering the issue of ‘steady decline’.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response addresses the specific issue of ‘steady decline’ and argues
an overall judgement. There is sound overall coverage of the timeframe
and some effective statistical evidence is advanced, eg the proportion of
the working population involved in agriculture at the beginning and end of
the period. There is also some effective use of historical context, eg the
impact of war and preparation for war and the massive demographic
change. The impact of the European movement post 1945 is touched on
but could be developed. Merits sound Level 4.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond
comprehension of the sources.

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature, origin and purpose of
the source. Comments about this should be specific to the provided sources rather than generic
comments that might apply to any source.

Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather than
provide an answer to the enquiry.

Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.
Sections B and C

* Candidates should not assume that every question will require a main factor/other factors
approach.

¢ Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses generally
lacked depth and sometimes range.

* Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is
required for the higher levels.

¢ Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision.

¢ Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list of
factors.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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