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Introduction
The overall standard of responses in Unit 9P02_02 was in line with expectations. It was pleasing to

see that many candidates used up-to-date examples to illustrate their points, showing good

knowledge and understanding, analytical and evaluative skills. However, there were a small number

of examples of candidates misinterpreting or misunderstanding questions, or of not addressing the

specific question set. A small minority of candidates opted not to answer all of the questions

required, probably due to time pressures, and this should be strongly discouraged.

Question 1 is a different type of question to those asked on the previous specification. It was

pleasing to see that the vast majority of candidates were well prepared for it. They were able to use

the source to good effect in answering the question. In a very small number of cases, candidates

wrote a standard essay without reference to the source material, and this should be strongly

discouraged.

Question 2 contains a synopticity requirement and again it was pleasing to see that the vast

majority of candidates had been well prepared for this. In some cases candidates made their

references to Component 1 explicit. This is not required, but was an effective way of signposting

that they were meeting this requirement.

It was also pleasing to see that the vast majority of candidates had been well prepared for the non-

core political ideas question. The vast majority of candidates made clear and accurate reference to

at least two 'key thinkers' and sustained a clear argument throughout, before reaching their

conclusion.

Even so, a general point for centres to note is the importance of making judgements and coming to

a firm conclusion. Candidates who were able to sustain a clear argument throughout their answers

and who reached a conclusion that followed from these arguments were able to attain high marks

for AO3.

Overall, an important discriminator remains the extent to which candidates focused on the 

specific question set. It remains good advice to candidates preparing for exams to spend some time

in the exam deciding which questions they intend to answer, identifying the key words or terms

and planning their answer before starting to answer the question.
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Question 1 (a) 

This was the less popular of the two questions in this section. The majority of candidates were able

to make good use of the source and to evaluate whether or not devolution is in danger of

undermining the unity of the UK.
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This response is well structured, taking each point

at a time and evaluating it. There are a number of

sub-judgements towards the end of some of the

paragraphs, as well as a clear conclusion. The

candidate also makes good use of the source. This

response achieved level 5: 28 marks.

You can make interim judgements as you go along.

If these are in line with your overall argument and

conclusion then this could help you to achieve

more AO3 marks.
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Question 1 (b) 

This was the more popular question of the two in this section. The vast majority of candidates were

able to use the source to good effect and came to a clear conclusion. Most showed good knowledge

of a range of prime ministers and provided plenty of relevant examples.

10     GCE Politics 9PL0 02



GCE Politics 9PL0 02     11



12     GCE Politics 9PL0 02



GCE Politics 9PL0 02     13



14     GCE Politics 9PL0 02



This response refers to the source throughout and

provides lots of examples and context. It arrives at

a firm conclusion, that Prime Ministers do not have

too much power. This response achieved level 5:

30 marks.

It is important to refer to the source when

answering Q01(a) or Q01(b). This is part of the

question rubric.
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Question 2 (a) 

This question was a little less popular than the other one in this section. Although generally well

answered, a significant number of candidates mistook the ECHR for the ECJ or for being part of EU

law and this undermined arguments they made on this basis.
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This is an extensive response which covers a wide

range of issues, including legal sovereignty, the

single market, subsidiarity, majority voting, and

pooled sovereignty. It presents both sides of the

argument while coming down firmly in the

conclusion. In terms of synopticity, the candidate

refers to the referenda on our membership and

issues around democracy with regard to the

unelected Commission. This response was

awarded 29 marks.

It is important to sustain an argument throughout

your response. Making the case that you are going

to argue clear in your introduction is a way of

helping you to to this.
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Question 2 (b) 

This was a popular question. The vast majority of candidates correctly identified that the Commons

has more powers than the Lords, with many going on to explain how the Blair reforms have led to a

more assertive chamber. Stronger responses provided a range of examples and were more likely to

compare the numbers of government defeats in the Lords to those in the Commons. Synopticity

usually centred around the democractic deficit of an unelected second chamber and issues around

the mandate.
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This response addresses both parts of the

question, while clearly understanding that the

Commons has more powers than the Lords. There

is reference to the role of the Lords in secondary

legislation and plenty of examples of the role of

both chambers with regard to recent issues

around 'Brexit'. There is also some discussion of

the reformed Lords which has become more

assertive. The response has a sustained argument

and comes to a firm conclusion. This response

achieved level 5: 30 marks.

For question 2 candidates are instructed in the

question rubric to draw on relevant knowledge

and understanding from Component 1. This

candidate refers to the fact that the Lords lacks a

democractic mandate as it is unelected and also

makes reference to FPTP in the context of

government majorities.
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Question 3 (a) 

This was the more popular question in this section. The vast majority of candidates were able to

contrast collectivist and individualist anarchist views on the economy, with some also exploring

differences within each strand. The vast majority of candidates made accurate reference to several

'key thinkers' as required in the question rubric.
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This response is wide-ranging. It covers a range of

'key thinkers' and a numer of different areas of

potential agreement or disagreement. As well as

the final conclusion, this candidate also makes

evaluative judgements towards the end of several

of the paragraphs. These and the final conclusion

are in line with each other and show a sustained

argument throughout the response. This was

awarded level 5: 24 marks.

You can make evaluative judgements as you go

along, rather than all at the end in your conclusion.
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Question 3 (b) 

This question was less popular than Q03(a). The vast majority of candidates were able to explore

whether or not an anarchist society is a realistic goal. Many focused on issues around human

nature and whether or not society can function without a state. Some also focused on the

differences between the anarchist traditions.
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This is a wide-ranging response. It focuses on

several different areas, including the

disagreements within anarchism on what an ideal

anarchist society would look like. It also addresses

issues around our human nature and whether or

not we need a state. This response achieved level

5: 24 marks.
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Make sure that you refer to the 'key thinkers' in

your answer. You can refer to other relevant

thinkers as well, but it is a requirement in the

rubric to use the 'appropriate thinkers you have

studied to support your answer'.
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Question 4 (a) 

Ecologism was one of the least popular non-core political ideas. This was the less popular question

of the two questions in this section. The vast majority of candidates identified that all ecologists

have concerns over economic growth and most went on to distinguish between the positions of

shallow and deep ecologists.
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This response covers a range of 'key thinkers' and

has a sustained argument throughout, coming to a

clear conclusion. This response scored 23 marks.

Make sure you refer to 'key thinkers' in your

answers. It is a requirement of the question rubric

to use 'appropriate thinkers you have studied to

support your answer'.
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Question 4 (b) 

This was the more popular of the two questions in this section. Most responses made reference to

shallow and deep ecologism, and stronger ones went on to identify differences within shallow

ecologism.
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This response uses a range of 'key thinkers' and

focuses on the question throughout. It is

particularly strong on the distinction between

shallow and deep ecologists, but also discusses

some of the differences between shallow

ecologists. This response scored 21 marks.

Make sure that you focus on the question. If it is

clear from reading your introduction and

conclusion what question you are answering then

you are more likely to have focused on it.
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Question 5 (a) 

Feminism was the most popular of the non-core political ideas. Both questions were generally well

answered and most candidates referred accurately to a range of 'key thinkers'. A few weaker

responses gave a description of the different strands within feminism without relating these

specifically to the question.

This was the less popular question in this section. Most candidates were able to focus on the

contrasting views on human nature that difference and equality feminists hold.
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This response refers to a range of 'key thinkers'

and focuses on the distinction between difference

feminists and those feminists who see human

nature as essentially androgynous. There is a clear

and sustained argument throughout and it is made

clear that the difference feminist position is very

much a minority one. This response scored 24

marks.

Make sure that you refer to a range of 'key

thinkers' in your answer. It is a requirement of the

question rubric to use 'appropriate thinkers you

have studied to support your answer'.
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Question 5 (b) 

This was the most popular question in this section. The majority of candidates referred to a range

of 'key thinkers' and many distinguished between the views of liberal, socialist and radical feminists

with regard to the nature of society they wish to create.

This was the most popular question in this section. The vast majority of candidates made an

accurate comparison between the different strands of feminism, with appropriate reference to 'key

thinkers'. Many responses were comprehensive in their scope and covered liberal, radical, socialist

and difference feminism.
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This response refers to a range of 'key thinkers'

and addresses the question. It is wide-ranging,

considering difference feminism, as well as liberal,

socialist and radical feminism. This response

scored 24 marks.

Make sure that you focus on the question

throughout your answer and that you come to a

conclusion that is based on the argument you have

made.
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Question 6 (a) 

This was one of the less popular non-core political ideas. Most candidates chose the second

question in the section. There were a wide variety of responses across both questions.

This was the less popular question of the two in this section. Most candidates were able to identify

key conservative criticisms of multiculturalism and to evaluate them.
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This response refers to a range of 'key thinkers'

and addresses the question. It covers both the

New Right and more traditional conservative views

which is a more unusual approach. This response

scored 22 marks.

Make sure that you focus on the question and that

you sustain an argument throughout your answer.

This should lead to a clear evaluative judgement

which is based on the arguments you have made.
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Question 6 (b) 

This was the more popular question in this section. Most candidates referred to a number of 'key

thinkers' in their answers and were able to focus specifically on the role of the state.
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This response refers to a range of 'key thinkers'

and addresses the question. It starts off with

liberal approaches and then contrasts shallow and

deep diversity. It goes on to distinguish the

cosmopolitan approach. It scored 22 marks.

Make sure that you refer to 'key thinkers' in your

answer. It is a requirement of the question rubric

to use 'appropriate thinkers you have studied to

support your answer'.
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Question 7 (a) 

Both questions in this section were equally popular. Most candidates referred accurately to 'key

thinkers' and addressed the question. The vast majority of responses were comprehensive in

scope.
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This response is wide-ranging. It covers liberal,

conservative, anti-colonial, expansionist and

chauvinist nationalism. The candidate refers to a

range of 'key thinkers' and addresses the question

throughout. This response scored 24 marks.

Make sure that you use 'appropriate thinkers you

have studied to support your answer'. This is a

requirement of the question rubric.
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Question 7 (b) 

This was a popular question in this section. Many candidates took a more internationalist approach

to answering the question, while others focused mainly on internal unity and division. The vast

majority of candidates were able to accurately refer to 'key thinkers' in their answers.

This response is wide-ranging. The main focus is on international unity and divisions, although it

also considers internal divisions. The response covers liberal, expansionist and anti-colonial

nationalism in detail. The candidate also refers to a range of 'key thinkers' and sustains an

argument throughout before reaching a conclusion. This response scored 24 marks.
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Make sure that you focus on the question and

sustain an argument. Your conclusion should

follow from the arguments you have made earlier

in your answer.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Make sure that you address the specific question asked.

Refer to relevant points from the source when answering question 1.

Provide relevant synoptic points when answering question 2.

Refer accurately to two or more 'key thinkers' when answering the question on non-core political

ideas.

Make jugements and come to a firm conclusion. This should be based on the arguments and

evidence provided in your answer.

Ensure that you leave sufficient time to answer all of the questions fully.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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