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Introduction

A pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well prepared for the first examination paper
on the 9PLO Paper 3B specification and this showed in a number of very strong responses. Subject
knowledge was particularly strong and there was, for the most part, a pleasing focus on the
wording of the questions. The questions worked very well for differentiation and all questions
appeared to be equally accessible to candidates. There were a number of outstanding responses
across all six questions and it was pleasing to note that there was a level spread across the optional
questions.

The first section, with a choice of two questions, provided the opportunity to tackle either a
guestion on emerging powers or on the WTO and G7(8). The question on emerging powers was
narrowly the most favoured question from this section. In section 2 there were some outstanding
responses to the question relating to realism and liberalism. In the final section there were a choice
of three questions and the most popular question was on globalisation and polarity with the
question on humanitarian intervention, courts and tribunals narrowly in second place and not far
behind came the question on regional bodies. Questions on regional bodies tended to be the least
favoured questions on the previous specification for global politics so it was pleasing to note the
relative popularity of this question on the new specification.

The key advice from the new specification is to understand clearly the demands of the new
Assessment Objectives. As with the previous specification there were a few key differentiators
between candidates’ responses. An example is to recognise that different Assessment Objectives
are expected in different questions with AO1 and AO2 expected in section 1 and section 2 of the
examination paper whilst the final section demands not only AO1 and AO2 but also AO3. The key to
success in responding to the longer questions set is to recognise that the performance level of an
essay is decided by all three of the Assessment Objectives.

In the final extended essay section, whilst Assessment Objective 1 (AO1) knowledge may help a
candidate to achieve a theoretical 10 of the available 30 marks, there are still 20 marks available for
AO2 for analysis of political information and AO3 for evaluation of political information. A large
proportion of candidates score well in AO1 because they provide detailed and developed
knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they can fail to attain the
marks that are available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in
AO2 revolve around the ability to provide an analysis with chains of reasoning, drawing on
similarities and differences within political information with connections between ideas and
concepts. With AO3 the evaluation will at the highest level be based on fully effective arguments
and judgements, which are consistently substantiated and lead to fully focused and justified
conclusions.

GCE Politics9PLO3B 3



Question 1 (a)

The question on criticisms that have been made of the World Trade Organisation and the G7/8 was
covered quite well by the majority of candidates who had clearly been well prepared to deal with
such a question. Knowledge and understanding of criticism of both bodies was stronger than
analysis. A few students spent a significant amount of time providing historical backgrounds to the
institutions without any relevance to the core demand of criticisms. A few candidates confused the
WTO with the World Bank or G7 with G20. The better answers explain why the criticisms are an
issue rather than simply stating what they are, thus earning AO2 marks as well as AO1. Some
answers waste time countering the criticisms. There were very few candidates who referred to only
one criticism or to only one of the two institutions.
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This is a good example of a top level script which balances AO1 and AO2 effectively. There are a
wide range of criticisms identified and explained.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response tackles the ineffectiveness of the WTO voting process and
the implications of this are explained. The script moves to the
unrepresentative nature of the G7 with examples such as China used.
There is also a discussion on the impact of the philosophy of both
organisations with reference to the Washington Consensus, to free trade,
free markets and economic liberalisation which support a perceived MNC
exploitation.

12 marks were awarded.
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\ Examiner Tip

With short responses it is important to get to the heart of the questions as
soon as possible. Too long a descriptive background will take valuable
time away from tackling the key element.
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Following a very brief introduction we move to a range of criticism of both institutions with some
pleasing use of examples in support. This helps the script to reach the higher level.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

There is discussion of the Neo-liberal economic model and the impact on
other trade agreements. The script also covers inequalities and
exploitation supported by the WTO. The G7 is described as a talking shop
with non binding agreements and there is reference to the failure to make
progress in areas such as climate change. The G7 is also described as
having an unrepresentative membership and there is a mention of the
potential clash with the actions of G20.

12 marks were awarded.
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Question 1 (b)

The question on factors that have led to China and India being described as 'emerging powers' was
an excellent discriminator with the strongest candidates able to cover the impact of globalisation as
well as tackling the economic development of both states with increased wealth and spending
power supported by very large home markets based on the population size of both states. Stronger
candidates managed to cover a wider range of factors which have led to the idea of China and India
as 'emerging powers' and these included structural power within international organisations as well
as military and even increased cultural power which mirrors the decline of some of the traditionally
significant powers. There were very few candidates who failed to progress beyond a single criticism
or to refer to only one country but where they did so, it was invariably China that was discussed.
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This is a strong response which covers a range of factors relating to both China and India. The focus
is more on China but the range of factors is pleasing.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The Chinese economy is discussed with strong explanation and analysis
before further discussion relating to the military aspect and the South
China Sea as well as Tibet. Increased soft power development of China
and investment in Africa as well as cultural spread are all discussed. Less
time is spent with India but there is discussion of economic development
as well as military.

11 marks were awarded.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The key to AO2 is to develop the knowledge which forms AO1 as this
script does.
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This is a relatively strong script which again covers both states and attempts to do so by tackling
them simultaneously rather than one at a time.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate begins with a discussion of globalisation and there is a
focus on the cultural growth and significance of both states with
comparison with the Unites States. There is further discussion of
economic strength with statistical support. Reference is made to their
inclusion in the BRICS acronym and to investment by China in Africa. There
is also a relatively brief touch on structural power.

11 marks were awarded.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

A number of candidates attempted to discuss both states simultaneously
which worked well where they have common features and characteristics.

us
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Question 2

Most candidates appeared to be at least reasonably well prepared for the question on how realists
and liberals explain the likelihood of war and conflict. Aimost all candidates were able to draw on
their knowledge and understanding of relevant core political ideas with many candidates making
reference to Hobbes in particular. Once candidates had made clear the difference based on
inevitability of war, they were able to progress to the analysis of the role of human nature, anarchy
and security dilemma compared with the notion of complex interdependence.
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This is a pleasing response covering a range of reasons as to why realists and liberals disagree over
the likelihood of war. There is also pleasing reference to core political ideas.

2 Analyse how realists and liberals explain the likelihood of war and conflict.

In your answer you must discuss any relevant core political ideas.
(12)
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(Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)
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N ( ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate makes clear that they will cover a range of factors which
include human nature, global governance as well as an explanation of the
security dilemma. The discussion of human nature includes explanation of
the pessimistic Realist perspective with reference to Hobbes contribution
to conservatism and to other relevant thinkers. There is a contrast with
the more optimistic Liberal perspective. The discussion on global
governance includes reference to the EU and to the UN. The Realist
security dilemma is referenced with a hint at the contrasting idea of
complex interdependence.

12 marks were awarded.

\_ Examiner Tip

It is important to remember the expectation of synopticity within
question 2.
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This example is an enjoyable read with a depth of focus on human nature and on the divide
between the complex interdependence view against the idea of the Security Dilemma.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response begins with reference to state sovereignty and then to
Conservatism with Hobbes and human nature. Human nature is carefully
linked to state action and there are numerous useful thinkers such as
Machiavelli referenced in the response. There is a contrast with Liberalism
and the more altruistic view of human nature. The candidate discusses the
Security Dilemma with reference to the Prisoners Dilemma idea and
contrasts that with the idea of Complex Interdependence with use of
example in support.

12 marks were awarded.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Use of thinkers only works well when they are linked directly to the
question.
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Question 3 (a)

The question on the extent to which globalisation has made the world unipolar rather than
multipolar was the most popular of the longer 30-mark questions and candidates produced some
particularly strong responses which covered economic, political and also cultural globalisation. The
rise in significance of both China and the EU were used to suggest by many that unipolarity had
been replaced more recently by a multipolar system although a significant number of candidates
were able to argue convincingly that a US or Western unipolarity was the actual result of the
globalisation phenomenon. Unfortunately there were a few candidates who were keen to discuss
globalisation without reference to any change in polarity or who were happy to discuss the
arguments for and against unipolarity and multipolarity without any real reference to globalisation.
A few candidates were distracted with lengthy discussion on bipolarity.
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This is a decent response with strong AO1 and AO2 but slightly weaker AO3. There is convincing
argument both for unipolarity and also for multipolarity as a consequence of globalisation. Unlike a
number of responses this candidate does maintain the polarity globalisation link throughout.
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/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate makes clear that they will discuss economic, political and
also cultural globalisation. Economic globalisation is covered first with
discussion focussed on the dominance of the US including the ability to
outsource production for its own benefit as a consequence of
globalisation. The contrasting view is explained with explanation focussed
on the rise of China and India. There is an interesting discussion on the
impact of President Trump.

Cultural globalisation is also covered with Americanisation and the
dominance of US TNCs with a contrasting explanation of the rise of non-
western culture. US domination of political institutions is also covered with
a focus on the Bretton Woods institutions.

30 marks were awarded.

\ Examiner Tip

An introduction with AO3 and matching evaluation in conclusion is usually
the sign of a focussed response with some scripts well able to do this but
many candidates struggling to provide AO3 outside of their conclusion.
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This is a further example of a candidate who, for the most part, retains a focus on globalisation and
how it impacts on polarity. Different elements of globalisation are covered in the response and a
clear decision is made by the time that the essay concludes.
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< {ResuitsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

A definition is provided before discussion of different elements of culture
take place with multipolarity arguments preceding the idea of the
development of a monoculture and homogenisation. There is an
argument that institutions like the IMF, WTO and World Bank help to close
the gap and develop states such as China but then the counter view that
Bretton Woods institutions further and support the agenda of the West
with ideology imposed on others. The furthering of multipolarity through
agencies such as the IC) and through the actions of the UNFCCC are
discussed before a counter argument built on US actions in the ICC and at
the Paris conference on the environment. There is a clear conclusion.

28 marks were awarded.
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Question 3 (b)

The question on the extent to which human rights are more effectively protected by humanitarian
intervention than by international courts and tribunals was generally well answered where
candidates were able to bring a wide collection of examples of both humanitarian intervention as
well as international courts and tribunals. A sizeable number of candidates discussed the
Responsibility to Protect concept as well as the immediacy of humanitarian intervention in
comparison to the actions of courts and tribunals. They discussed the so called 'golden era' of
humanitarian intervention and compared the relative success of it with the problems of courts and
tribunals including sovereignty and 'opt out' states. Those candidates who supported the idea of
courts and tribunals as more effective than humanitarian intervention tended to focus on the
deterrent effect and the growing acceptance of such bodies compared with the concerns over a
Western bias and selective actions in humanitarian intervention. There were some excellent
contemporary examples as well as discussion of actions in Iraq, Rwanda and Sierra Leone though
these examples very perfectly valid and often used very effectively. Some candidates missed
discussion of tribunals.
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This response covers a wide range of factors with some excellent examples throughout. A clear line
is pursued from the start and supported in the conclusion although there are arguments in support
of both Humanitarian Intervention and Courts and Tribunals.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A clear introduction leads the argument that HI spreads democracy and
therefore protects human rights although the point is made that the so
called 'golden era' of human rights is over and in more recent years has
seen US action in support of a US security agenda rather than to protect
human rights. There is use of the example of Hl in Libya where civilian
casualties were possibly the price of the US pursuing its own interests.

There is the argument that courts and tribunals extend international law
and that the ICC can protect human rights in places where the rule of law
is lacking. The failure of the ICC to prosecute Bashir in Sudan is discussed
with reference to state sovereignty and the argument that HI can avoid
state sovereignty when pursuing the R2P.

There is explanation of the accusation of bias from courts and tribunals
with examples such as the tribunal for Yugoslavia and further discussion
of alleged ICC bias and inability to take action where major powers breach
human rights such as Guantanamo Bay and with Extraordinary Rendition.
Further arguments lead to a conclusion which supports the initial
assertion.

28 marks were awarded.
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This script maintains a constant consideration of the positives and negatives of both Humanitarian
Intervention and the actions of Courts and Tribunals with pleasing levels of AO2 and AO3
throughout.
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< {ResuitsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate makes the assertion that HI is more effective due to the
ability to take swift action in comparison to Courts and Tribunals with
some very useful examples. The International Criminal Court and
Tribunals are criticised for jurisdiction problems, particularly as not all
states are members. There are lots of examples of Humanitarian
Intervention with cases to both support and oppose the idea that
Humanitarian Intervention is more effective. The response discusses the
idea that Humanitarian Intervention is often used for selfish interest with
the US relationship with Saddam Hussein used as an example. Ultimately
it is decided that Humanitarian Intervention is superior as it is proactive
rather than reactive with examples in support.

28 marks were awarded.
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Question 3 (c)

The question on the extent to which regional bodies are effectively able to challenge individual
states for influence in global politics produced a varied collection of responses. At the top end there
were candidates who had an excellent knowledge of a range of regional bodies and were able to
carefully assess their influence in global politics in comparison with states. Candidates understood
the growing significance of some regional bodies at a political level with the EU usually considered
to be the most significant regional body when comparing the power of regional bodies with states.
The strength of the EU as an economic entity was covered by most as well as the role it plays in
issues such as global warming and within bodies such as the WTO. Arguments against the view that
regional bodies are able to challenge states tended to focus on the realist perspective and the
prevalence of intergovernmentalism rather than supranationalism within regional bodies with
regional bodies tending to focus on economic rather than wider matters. It was pleasing that
numerous candidates were able to go well beyond the EU to discuss further regional bodies and in
particular the African Union and NAFTA as well as ASEAN. Stronger candidates were able to
contrast the strength of regional bodies with the strength of states rather than simply discussing
whether regional bodies were powerful.
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This response covers a range of criteria for increased relevance of regional bodies and never strays
from the central consideration. Although there is an EU focus there is some discussion of other
regional bodies including ASEAN and the Arab League.
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N

<& (ResuitsPlus

P A
e < Examiner Comments

The candidate makes clear that there will be discussion of economic,
political and military significance but quickly explains that
intergovernmentalism weakens the ability of regional bodies to act as
significant entities in global politics.

EU trade, monetary union and the idea of ever closer union are used in
the argument as a contrast to factors which suggest economic weakness
such as the euro-zone crisis and the impact on Greece which is used as a
contrast with the US. Political significance is discussed with reference to
ASEAN as well as the EU which is a G20 member although potentially
weakened by Brexit. Discussion of military significance takes place with
the EU and Arab League referenced and the EU compared with the
military power of states such as the US and China. There is a clear view in
the conclusion.

27 marks were awarded.

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

A question such as this will benefit from a wide range of regional bodies.
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This is an interesting example which covers a wider range of regional bodies than the other
example. The introduction appears more certain than the conclusion but there is some excellent
discussion throughout.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A clear introduction leads to discussion of the ability of regional bodies to
stand up to states with ASEAN and China as an example. There is a
contrast with the relative weakness of the African Union with the growth
of China and of its influence in Africa.

Economic strength is discussed with the power of the EU explained as
comparable to the power and influence of the US and other major powers
in areas such as securing trade deals. Defence is also covered with the
suggestion that regional bodies are less effective in this area when
compared with states such as Russia although there is a suggestion that
the EU is growing in influence here.

Political power is discussed with some successes for regional bodies
mentioned. The EU battle over chlorinated chicken and the political power
of ASEAN are explored. Internal divisions between regional body members
is considered to be a significant factor in lessening the power of regional
bodies. The summary is less clear than the introduction but does pull
together the key areas of debate in the essay.

30 marks were awarded.

ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Reference back to the title is a good way of ensuring continued relevance.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* stronger 30-mark responses tend to provide a clear sense of direction in introductions which can
include definitions/explanations of key terms and key points for discussion that are likely to
follow. The AO3 tends to flow throughout the response from introduction to conclusion;

* quotes can be very useful but not in isolation. Make clear the relevance of a quote;

* reference back to the title usually ensures that a response is on target and remains relevant;

¢ examples strengthen responses, particularly if they are contemporary;

* beware the temptation to explain all that you know rather than what is actually relevant;

* longer responses will require, at the higher level, a debate or explanation of more than one side
of the debate;

¢ itis evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focussed on, the support materials
available on the Pearson Edexcel Government and Politics website which include sample
examination papers and mark schemes;

* itis also pleasing to note that teachers and students are making good use of recently developed
resources.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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