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INTRODUCTION 
 
This marking scheme was used by WJEC for the 2022 examination. It was finalised after 
detailed discussion at examiners' conferences by all the examiners involved in the 
assessment. The conference was held shortly after the paper was taken so that reference 
could be made to the full range of candidates' responses, with photocopied scripts forming 
the basis of discussion. The aim of the conference was to ensure that the marking scheme 
was interpreted and applied in the same way by all examiners. 
 
It is hoped that this information will be of assistance to centres but it is recognised at the 
same time that, without the benefit of participation in the examiners' conference, teachers 
may have different views on certain matters of detail or interpretation. 
 
WJEC regrets that it cannot enter into any discussion or correspondence about this marking 
scheme. 
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WJEC GCE AS GERMAN 
 

UNIT 1: SPEAKING (24 total marks) 
 

SUMMER 2022 MARK SCHEME 
 
 

Principles of Marking 
 
Conduct of the Speaking Assessment  
Examiners are required to familiarise yourself with section 3.2 of the specification.  
 
General Advice for Examiners  
You are asked to read and digest thoroughly all the information set out in the stationery 
pack. Particular attention should be paid to the following instructions regarding marking:  
 

• as an examiner, you must be positive in your approach. Look for opportunities to reward 
rather than penalise  

• you must make sure that you are familiar with the assessment grid for marking the 
stimulus cards and that you consider the marks and descriptors carefully when awarding 
a mark for each assessment objective  

• there is one marking grid. The marking grid for the discussion task covers AO1, AO2, 
AO3 and AO4  

• the specified length of the entire speaking assessment is 7-9 minutes.  
 
The timing for the assessment must be adhered to. Any speaking evidence which exceeds 
this duration will not be credited.  
 
If a candidate's speaking assessment falls short of the stipulated timings, the candidate may 
self-penalise as it is likely that there will not be enough speaking evidence to access the full 
mark range.  
 
Examiners are reminded that the gender of a candidate is immaterial to the assessment. If a 
candidate chooses to identify as a gender different to that of their birth gender, then, like all 
candidates, they would gain credit for their consistent gender agreement and pronoun usage 
in the assessed language. 
 
Applying banded mark schemes (Speaking)  
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has relevant descriptors for the 
performance level of that band.  
 
Stage 1 – Deciding on the band  
When deciding on a band for each assessment objective, the assessment should be viewed 
holistically. Beginning at the lowest band, you should look at the descriptors for that band 
and see if they match the qualities shown in the candidate’s response. If the descriptors at 
the lowest band are evidenced, you should move up to the next band and repeat this 
process for each band until the descriptors match the response.  
 
If a candidate’s assessment covers different aspects of different bands within the mark 
scheme, a ‘best fit’ approach should be adopted to decide on the band. For instance if the 
response is mainly in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the mark awarded 
would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 content. Small omissions in 
some parts of their response may not negatively affect the mark awarded.  
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Stage 2 – Deciding on the mark  
Once the band has been decided, you can then assign a mark within the band. WJEC will 
provide standardising material to be used as reference material throughout the assessment 
period.  
 
When marking, you can use this material to decide whether a candidate’s response is of a 
superior, inferior or comparable standard to the examples provided. You are reminded of the 
need to revisit the standardising material as you apply the mark scheme in order to confirm 
that the band and the mark allocated are appropriate to the response given.  
 
When you are marking the candidate's responses to the stimulus cards you should consider 
the additional notes given for each card. However, you must bear in mind that the additional 
notes are not exhaustive and are for guidance only. Reward all valid responses.  
 
When marking you should record a mark for each AO.  
 
UNIT 1  
 
Speaking assessment – mark allocation 
 

Marks AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total marks 

Discussion 4 8 8 4 24 
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ORAL MARK SCHEME: TOPIC BASED CARDS (DISCUSSION) 
 

Marks 

AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  

Marks 

AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language 
drawn from a variety 
of sources 

Marks 

AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and 
structure  

Marks 

AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, 
different aspects of the 
culture and societies of 
countries/communities 
where the language is 
spoken 

4 

• All questions are 
answered clearly 
and 
comprehensively 

• Very good 
interaction and 
spontaneity. Easily 
initiates and 
sustains discussion 

• A wide range of 
thoughts, feelings 
and view-points 
expressed 

7-8 

• Full understanding 
of the stimulus 
material 
demonstrated by 
clear and relevant 
responses to the 
stimulus and 
subsequent 
questions 

7-8 

• Very good knowledge 
of grammar with few 
errors  

• Very good knowledge 
of idiomatic phrases 
and a variety of 
structures employed 

• Intonation and 
pronunciation are 
convincing 

4 

• Very good knowledge and 
understanding of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities 

• Ideas and points of view 
well supported by 
evidence 

3 

• Most questions are 
answered clearly 
and some in detail 

• Good interaction, 
some spontaneity 
in initiating 
discussion 

• A range of 
thoughts, feelings 
and view-points 
expressed 

5-6 

• Stimulus material 
mostly understood 
demonstrated by 
responses to the 
stimulus and most 
subsequent 
questions 

5-6 

• Good knowledge of 
grammar. Some errors 
occur 

• Good range of 
idiomatic structures to 
support views and 
opinions 

• Mistakes in intonation 
and pronunciation do 
not impede 
undersanding 

3 

• Good knowledge and 
understanding of the 
culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities 
with occasional 
inconsistencies 

• Ideas and opinions are 
generally supported by 
evidence 
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Marks 

AO1: understand and 
respond in speech to 
spoken language 
including face-to-face 
interaction  

Marks 

AO2: understand and 
respond in speech to 
written language 
drawn from a variety 
of sources 

Marks 

AO3: manipulate the 
language accurately, in 
spoken forms, using a 
range of lexis and 
structure  

Marks 

AO4: show knowledge and 
understanding of, and 
respond critically to, 
different aspects of the 
culture and societies of 
countries/communities 
where the language is 
spoken 

2 

• Some hesitation 
when answering 
questions. Answers 
generally lack 
depth 

• Attempts made to 
interact but 
prompting required 
at times 

• Some opinions and 
ideas expressed 

3-4 

• Stimulus material 
partly understood 
demonstated by 
partial responses to 
stimulus and 
subsequent 
questions 

3-4 

• Limited grammatical 
knowledge and 
frequent basic errors 

• Idiomatic structures 
used to convey pre-
learnt material. 
Influence of 
English/Welsh idiom 
evident in unprepared 
material 

• Intonation and 
pronunciation 
sometimes impede 
understanding 

2 

• Superficial knowledge of 
the culture and society of 
Germany and German-
speaking countries and 
communities reliant on 
pre-learnt material, 
presented out of context 

• Ideas expressed are not 
based on factual evidence 
 

1 

• Limited responses 
when answering 
questions 

• Limited success in 
establishing a 
meaningful 
exchange. Over 
reliance on 
prompts 

• Limited range of 
ideas and opinions 

1-2 

• Very limited 
understanding of the 
stimulus material. 
Responses to the 
stimulus material are 
generally irrelevant 

1-2 

• Very basic grasp of 
grammar, sentences 
often fragmented and 
incomplete 

• Very basic structures 
used, showing lack of 
idiomatic knowledge. 
Heavy reliance on 
English/Welsh 
structures 

• Intonation and 
pronunciation make 
understanding difficult 

1 

• Little evidence of 
knowledge of question 
set. Frequent 
misunderstandings 

• Information is fragmented 
with no evidence to 
support it 

0 •  Nothing of value. 0 • Nothing of value 0 • Nothing of value 0 • Nothing of value 
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Card B1 – Being a young person in German-speaking society 
 
Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über die Eltern von verliebten Teenagern. Der 
Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um 
eine Diskussion einzuleiten. 
 

Eltern von verliebten Teenagern 
 
Wenn Teenager sich mit ihren Eltern über ihre Partner unterhalten, lernen die Eltern so 
den geliebten Menschen kennen. Reagieren die Eltern negativ auf ein Treffen, hat das 
auch einen negativen Einfluss auf die Eltern-Kind-Beziehung. Die Kinder werden 
möglicherweise nicht mehr über ihre Beziehungen mit den Eltern sprechen. 

 
Examiner questions 
 

1. Was können Eltern machen, um mehr über die Partner ihrer Teenager zu 
erfahren? 

2. Welchen Fehler können Eltern bei verliebten Teenagern machen? 

3. Sollten Eltern deiner Meinung nach ein Interesse an den Partnern ihrer Kinder 
zeigen? 

 
 

AO4 The candidate must cover all three prompts: 
 
1. They can talk to their children about the partner and meet him/her.  
 
2. They might react in a negative way to the partner. 
 
3. Candidates give their own view on the topic. 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward will be 
given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Card B2 – Being a young person in German-speaking society 
 
Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Backpacking. Der Prüfer/die Prüferin wird die 
drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um eine Diskussion einzuleiten. 
 

Backpacker 
 
Deutsche Studenten reisen gerne nur mit einem Rucksack in entfernte Länder. So zu 
verreisen ist billig und gibt ihnen die Möglichkeit, ihre Reiseroute ganz individuell zu 
planen. Sie übernachten in preiswerten Hostels in Zimmern mit bis zu 16 Personen. 
Häufig bekommen sie Tipps von anderen, die in keinem Reiseführer stehen. 

 
Examiner Questions 
 

1. Wie verreisen deutsche Studenten gerne? 

2. Welche Vorteile hat so eine Reise? 

3. Wie denkst du über diese Art zu reisen? 

 
 

AO4 The candidate must cover all three prompts: 
 
1. German students just travel with a backpack. 
 
2. It is cheap, you can plan your itinerary quite individually.  
 
3. Candidates will give their opinion on advantages and disadvantages of 

this type of travel. 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward will be 
given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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Card B3 – Being a young person in German-speaking society 
 
Lies zunächst den folgenden Text über Hitzefrei in Deutschland. Der Prüfer/die 
Prüferin wird die drei unten stehenden Fragen über den Text stellen, um eine 
Diskussion einzuleiten. 
 

Hitzefrei 
 
In vielen Bundesländern bekommen Grundschüler und Schüler bis zur 11. Klasse 
Hitzefrei, wenn die Raumtemperatur am Vormittag höher als 27 Grad ist. Schüler in der 
Oberstufe dürfen bei hohen Sommertemperaturen nicht nach Hause gehen, weil sie zu 
viel Unterricht verpassen und sich nicht ausreichend auf ihr Abitur vorbereiten können. 

 
Examiner questions 
 

1. Was ist Hitzefrei? 

2. Warum bekommen nicht alle Schüler Hitzefrei? 

3. Was hältst du von Hitzefrei? 

 
 

AO4 The candidate must cover all three prompts: 
 
1. When it is too hot pupils are sent home. 
 
2. Students in years 11-13 might miss too many lessons which will have a 

negative impact on their Abitur. 
 
3. Candidates give their opinions on “Hitzefrei”. 
 
The above points are suggestions only and are not exhaustive. Reward will be 
given for all relevant points argued by the candidate. 
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